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Government
appoints new
chiefs for BSF,
ITBP and NIA
o0 ]

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Appointments Com-
mittee of the Cabinet (ACC)
on Wednesday approved
the proposal of the Minis-
try of Home Affairs (MHA)
to appoint Shatrujeet
Singh Kapoor, former Ha-
ryana Director General of
Police (DGP), as the chief of
the Indo Tibetan Border
Police (ITBP).

Mr. Kapur was sent on
leave and then relieved of
the State DGP charge last
year amid the controversy
surrounding the suicide of
Indian Police Service (IPS)
officer Y.S Puram Kumar.

The ACC also approved
the appointment of 1993-
batch IPS officer of West
Bengal cadre, Praveen Ku-
mar, who is at present
working as Director Gener-
al, ITBP, to the post of Di-
rector General, Border Se-
curity Force (BSF) from the
date of assumption of
charge of the post and up
to September 30, 2030, the
date of his superannuation
or until further orders.

The ACC approved the
posting of 1994-batch IPS
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Government appoints new chiefs for BSF, ITBP and NIA

WHR A STHuw, Mgl iR TH3msT & fore ¢ wia
o The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) on Wednesday
approved the proposal of the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) to appoint

Shatrujeet Singh Kapoor, former Haryana Director General of Police (DGP),
as the chief of the Indo Tibetan Border Police (ITBP).

FfAe ¥t Fygfe afafe (wiRh) 7 grar # 78 v (EreET) & wad @
ot &, e ded giamon & gd gRer weitiewre (Sieid) Treha Ris a1
B uRd-forsaa dan gfery (emgdtadt) &1 v fged foran man |

e Mr. Kapur was sent on leave and then relieved of the State DGP charge last
year amid the controversy surrounding the suicide of Indian Police Service (IPS)
officer Y.S Puram Kumar.

ft PR 3! s af Irea Sefdt ug I sigaTr R Yor a7 3R a1 | ger fean
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e The ACC also approved the appointment of 1993-batch IPS officer of West
Bengal cadre, Praveen Kumar, who is at present working as Director General,
ITBP, to the post of Director General, Border Security Force (BSF) from the
date of assumption of charge of the post and up to September 30, 2030, the date
of his superannuation or until further orders.

TR 7 ufdm S e FeI & 1993 99 & MU ARG} ydivr $HR, S
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e The ACC approved the posting of 1994-batch IPS officer Rakesh Aggarwal
as Director General, National Investigation Agency.

THRA 77 1994 S & SMSHITH RIS T 3RTaTa H1 AT g Tordt
(TAIATSY) & WIS & FU H a1t Bl Hepdt

officer Rakesh Aggarwal as
D'm“f:'r Ge“em]! National Questions and ﬁné:wers to the previous
InVESUgaUGn Agenq"- day’s daily quiz: 1. The birthplace of
Mahasweta Devi. Ans: Dacca, Bengal
QU'Z Mahasweta DeV| Presidency, British India (now Dhaka,

Bangladesh)
2. The title of Mahasweta Devi’s first published

* Mahasweta Devi was one of India’s most influential writers, social  novel. Ans: Jhansir Rani (The Queen of
activists, and intellectuals, known for her powerful writings on tribal  Jhansi)

communities, marginalised groups, and social injustice.

3. The English translation of her novel Aranyer
Adhikar. Ans: The Right of the Forest

* She wrote extens[vely in Bengali, ar.1d many of her works were later , the gistinguished international award she
translated into English and other Indian languages. received in 1997. Ans: Ramon Magsaysay

* Mahasweta Devi was born on January 14, 1926, in Dacca, which

Award
5. The prestigious Indian literary prize she
won in 1996. Ans: Jnanpith Award

was then part of the Bengal Presidency in British India. 6. Devi’s short stories were translated into

English by this scholar. Ans: Gayatri
Chakravorty Spivak
7. She received this civil award in 1986. Ans:

The Title of Mahasweta Devi’s First Published Novel: Padma Shri

Jhansir Rani (The Queen of Jhansi)

Visual: Name this 1998 movie directed by
Govind Nihalani. Ans: Hajar Churashir Maa
Early Birds: K.N. Viswanathan| Tamal Biswas|
Arun Kumar Singh| Sonali Das| Dodo Jayaditya
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* Year of publication: 1956
* Original language: Bengali

The English Translation of Mahasweta Devi’s Novel Aranyer Adhikar: The Right
of the Forest

» The novel is a powerful historical and political narrative centred on the life of Birsa Munda, the
legendary tribal leader of the Munda Rebellion (Ulgulan) against British colonial rule.

» The novel is based on the life of Birsa Munda (1875-1900).
* Birsa led the Ulgulan movement in the Chotanagpur plateau region (present-day Jharkhand).

The Distinguished International Award Received by Mahasweta Devi in 1997

* In 1997, Mahasweta Devi received the Ramon Magsaysay Award, one of the most prestigious
international honours in Asia.

About the Ramon Magsaysay Award

* The Ramon Magsaysay Award was established in 1957 in memory of

Ramon Magsaysay, the former President of the Philippines.

« It is often called the “Asian Nobel Prize” because of its prestige and moral authority.
» The award honours individuals and organisations in Asia who demonstrate

* integrity in governance

* courageous leadership

* service to the people

* social transformation.

The Prestigious Indian Literary Prize Won by Mahasweta Devi in 1996

* In 1996, Mahasweta Devi was honoured with the Jnanpith Award, the highest literary award in
India.

Jnanpith Award

* The Jnanpith Award was instituted in 1961 by the Bharatiya Jnanpith Trust.

* It is awarded annually to an author for

+» outstanding contribution to literature

« writing in any of the languages listed in the Eighth Schedule of the Indian Constitution.
» The award includes

* a citation

» a cash prize

* a bronze replica of Saraswati, the goddess of learning.

* In 1986, Mahasweta Devi was honoured with the Padma Shri, one of India’s most respected
civilian awards.
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Gangireddu
* Gangireddu refers to a traditional cultural practice in Gan gl reddu
Andhra Pradesh and Telangana, where a decorated bull is A traditional practice inAndhras’
taken from house to house by its handler. Pradesh and Telangana where a3

.. . . . . decorated bull is taken from hoU s
* The tradition is closely associated with harvest festivals such t0 house during harvest festival®

as Sankranti and represents respect for cattle in agrarian
society.

* Gangireddu literally means “Bull of Ganga”, symbolising L

111 1 . - strength, ferliti d
strength, fertility, and prosperity. ‘ QAR | oo ety an
& sacred in Indian culture
* The bull is considered a sacred animal in Indian culture and ¢ Hosourscaie W i?,:‘:;ﬁ::‘{;;’;;ﬁ%
is associated with Lord Shiva (Nandi) and agricultural ® Celebrates Harvest Festivals | g VN
prosperity. Wil &
* In the Gangireddu tradition, the bull is seen as a messenger
of good fortune for households. ! A : s S
* The ritual reflects the deep bond between farmers and their o N s i ek e Pt 0
gattlg, which are essential for ploughing fields and rural Y S Lfmt‘:grm‘m ol )
livelihoods. : * 2
+ Familles offer grains,
money or food items
How the Tradition is Performed il

* A trained bull is decorated with colourful clothes, bells, and ornaments.

* The handler, often called a Gangiredduvala, guides the bull through villages and urban
neighbourhoods.

* At each house, the bull performs simple acts such as nodding its head or raising its leg, which are
believed to bring blessings.

* In return, families offer grains, money, or food items to the handler.

GS Paper I1I: Polity,
TOPICS COVERED

15 January 2026

1. | SC to decide today on plea for passive euthanasia

ffera s 31 a1 R 3 Baar 3 i #Id

2. | Lokpal scraps plaint against BJP MP Dubey as ‘frivolous’
W#Wmﬁ%wmaﬁ o5’ 9dTd §¢ WIS

3. | The continued custody in Delhi Riots cases, an injustice

fewt < & AHEl # TR feRTd, T o=y
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SC to decide today on plea for passive euthanasia

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court is
scheduled to pass a final
order on Thursday in a
plea for passive euthanasia
by means of withdrawing
artificial life support to a
31-year-old man. The judg-
es personally met his pa-
rents and siblings, who
said they did not want him
to suffer anymore.

“All the three, i.e., the
father, mother and youn-
ger brother, in one voice
and with a lot of pain in
their hearts, made a fer-
vent appeal before us to
take necessary steps to en-
sure that Harish [Rana]
does not suffer any more...
According to them, if the
medical treatment is not
making any difference,
then there is no point in

continuing with such med-
ical treatment and making
Harish suffer for no good
reason,” a Bench of Justices
J-B. Pardiwala and KV. Vis-
wanathan recorded in a 12-
page order published on
Wednesday.

The court also recorded
the submission made by
Additional Solicitor-Gener-
al Aishwarya Bhati, ap-
pearing for the Centre, that
primary and secondary
boards of doctors who vi-
sited Harish Rana were al-
so of the opinion that med-
ical treatment should be
discontinued and “nature
should be allowed to take
its own course”.

“The doctors are of the
opinion that Harish would
remain in this permanent
vegetative state (PVS) for
years to come, with the
tubes inserted all over his

Living
in pain
Harish Rana, 31,

has been bedridden
for 13 years
He had sustained

severe head injuries
and 100% quadriplegic

QQ According to them
[relatives], if the

medical treatment is not
making any difference, then
there is no point in continuing
with such medical treatment
and making Harish =
suffer for no good

—

disability after a fall reason = )

from the fourth floor m
of his paying guest SUPREME n
accommodation COURT B { OF
body. However, he would  ter falling from the fourth
never be able to recover floor of his paying guest ac-

and live a normal life,” the
court recounted.

The order stated that
the judges had met with
the parents and Harish’s
brother for an exhaustive
talk on Tuesday.

Harish sustained severe
head injuries and 100%
quadriplegic disability af-

commodation as a Panjab
University student in 2013.
He has been bedridden for
over 13 years now.

The court order repro-
duced a joint report sub-
mitted by Ms. Bhati and the
family’s counsel, advocate
Rashmi Nandakumar.

The report said the legal

SC to decide today on plea for passive euthanasia

fifera sorg 1 T1fIeT IR SMe Baar s Giid ic

e The Supreme Court is scheduled to pass a final order on Thursday in a plea for passive

team had met with the pa-
rents and family, once
through videoconferenc-
ing and the second time at
their home in Ghaziabad,
Uttar Pradesh.

Harish's father, Ashok
Rana, narrated to the team
the family’s years of long
care for their son.

He said they had done
“everything within their
human capacity” during
this period.

“He said that their son
no longer has a voice of his
own, and therefore they
feel it is their moral res-
ponsibility to speak for
him... He shared his deep
worry that both parents
are now ageing, and asked,
with visible concern, who
would take care of Mr. Har-
ish if anything were to hap-
pen to either of them,” the
report narrated.

euthanasia by means of withdrawing artificial life support to a 31-year-old man.

gia $1d THaR &1 31 qifa safaa & g $HW sftaq e et

DI IfyepT IR ST M= yIid R ara 2

o The judges personally met his parents and siblings, who said they did not want him to

gorR fAfehy =Ty

suffer anymore.

el = W 39 ATaT-far 3R HIE-gg=l @ gardid &1, A 351 {6 3 30 IR pE |
8! @1 I8 d |

“ All the three, i.e., the father, mother and younger brother, in one voice and with a lot of
pain in their hearts, made a fervent appeal before us to take necessary steps to ensure that
Harish [Rana] does not suffer any more... According to them, if the medical treatment is not
making any difference, then there is no point in continuing with such medical treatment and
making Harish suffer for no good reason,” a Bench of Justices J.B. Pardiwala and K.V.
Viswanathan recorded in a 12-page order published on Wednesday.

Fa, AT 3R DI HIE—THT A U TR H 3IR 3 UTsT & A1y TR e I8 HIaqul Sfdfiel
B % A HeH IS Y difes gfR=T RT0M] & 3R T T 71... I7d AR, Tfe e
JUER A B B el U T 8, O U IUAR B TR} [ 3R o1 HROT 8RR ) by 37 b1
D3 sfifac 78t 8, =aragfed .. uRdtaren ok .8 fagary ot fis A grar & e
12-q8tT 3= & o foar|

Lokpal scraps plaint against BJP MP Dubey as ‘frivolous’

AHUTH A HTSTUT IiNIG gd & FRarw Rierrd ot ‘g Iard gU @i fbar

“The allegations made against RPS (Respondent Public Servant) are frivolous and
vexatious, including complainant indulging in whataboutery,” said the order issued on
Tuesday by a Lokpal Bench headed by its Chairperson Justice A.M. Khanwilkar.

“RPS (WTAaTdl @i Aae) & RIah a7 T SR g0 SR gyt §, o Risrasmdl
R GTe A3} BT +f M 8,7 I8 HITeaR & Aeurd 9o gRT SIRY 31w & gl T,
foTe! aregerdn sreaet <araYgfd T.UH. WHfAa® - 31|
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The continued custody in Delhi Riots cases, an injustice

he order of the Supreme Court of India
[ on January 5, 2026, in the Delhi Riots

‘Larger Conspiracy’ Case, where it

granted bail to five individuals but
denied it to Umar Khalid and Sharjeel Imam has,
once again, raised questions about the way in
which our legal system deals with crucial
questions of personal liberty.

The seven students and activists, who had
been involved in protests in Delhi in 2020 against
the Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019 - were
arrested and accused of instigating or being
involved in the riots that took place after the
protests. The veracity of the allegations apart, by
the time the case came to the Court, they had
spent upwards of five years in jail, without trial
(at the time of writing, the trial has yet to
commence). Previous judgments of the Court
have frequently observed that the right to speedy
trial is a constitutionally guaranteed right under
Article 21 of the Constitution; only recently, the
Court noted that if the state is unable to
guarantee a trial within a reasonable period of
time, it has no business objecting to a plea for
bail. In light of this, one would have thought that
halfa decade in jail — with the trial yet to
commence — is an adequate ground for bail.

Unconvincing reasoning

While the Court found it an adequate ground for
five individuals, it denied bail to Umar Khalid and
Sharjeel Imam on the basis that these two
individuals had been accused of
“conceptualising” or orchestrating the riots, and,
therefore, stood on a different footing from the
other accused. This reasoning is unconvincing.
The accusations against the two, at this stage, are
nothing more than accusations, and the right not
to be incarcerated for an indefinite period
without trial is a human right that belongs to
every person. It cannot be that an individual has
less of a right to a speedy trial just by virtue of
what the state has accused them of.

The Court also noted that the delay in the trial
so far was not solely due to the prosecution or the
court, but had also been at the instance of the
accused. This, also, is unconvincing. Accused
individuals cannot control the pace of a trial or
the proceedings of a courtroom. It is the judge
who does so. The judge is empowered to refuse
requests for adjournments, if indeed this was
what was happening, and proceed with the trial.
The Court also did not consider the likelihood of

Gautam Bhatia

is a Delhi-based
lawyer

The top court’s
denial of bail to
Umar Khalid
and Sharjeel
Imam raises
questions about
the way in
which India’s
legal system
deals with
crucial
questions of
personal liberty

the trial concluding within any meaningful period
of time such as, for example, by looking at the
total number of witnesses in the case (a number
that runs into many hundreds).

This creates a situation where, solely on the
basis of the state’s accusations, individuals can be
incarcerated for decades before a final verdict in
their cases. One hopes that the Court’s
observation at the end — namely, that Umar
Khalid and Sharjeel Imam can re-apply for bail on
grounds of delay after one year - indicates a
judicial belief that if five-and-a-half years of
imprisonment without trial is not too long, then,
at least, six and a half years is. But for that, we
will have to wait and see.

The critical issues

The Court’s examination of the merits of the bail
cases also raises critical issues. Section 15 of the
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA)
defines the offence of terrorism, and after setting
out the basic ingredients of the offence (such as
the use of violence or weapons), uses the phrase
“by any other means”. There is a general
principle in eriminal law that courts will interpret
ambiguous or vague phrases narrowly in order to
protect the individual from state excess. However,
the Court departs from that principle by giving
the phrase “by any other means” a broad
interpretation, and seemingly including “chakka
jams” within the ambit of the phrase. This broad
reading is problematic for many reasons.

First, it vests a vast discretion in the
prosecution, that is, the state, in deciding which
kinds of protests (including chakka jams) will be
dealt with under the UAPA’s stringent provisions,
and those under ordinary law. Indeed, the vaguer
and more expansive a definition in criminal law,
the more unbridled power it vests in the state.

Second, this has a downstream impact on bail.
Under Section 43(D)(5) of the UAPA, bail is not to
be granted if the court is satisfied — to put it
simply — that there is a “prima facie” case against
the accused. This provision, which was originally
used by the colonial British government to
imprison Indian nationalists, is, therefore, closely
linked to the substantive provisions of the UAPA,
as the question of whether or not there is a
“prima facie” case will depend on what exactly
the ingredients of the offence are.

By widening the scope of Section 15 of the
UAPA, denial of bail becomes far more likely, as it
is much easier to establish a “prima facie” case,

The continued custody in Delhi Riots cases, an injustice

fewett < & AHEl A TR faRd, T =g

e Previous judgments of the Court have frequently observed that the right to speedy trial is a
constitutionally guaranteed right under Article 21 of the Constitution.

3ferad & fU3d &8 hydl d dR-aR gl 71 § 6 9 JAa18 &1 SifUeR I3y & rgede
21 & d8d T TREIGd Afeied IR 31

e Only recently, the Court noted that if the state is unable to guarantee a trial within a
reasonable period of time, it has no business objecting to a plea for bail.

BT 8t H 3reTard = ug i wer for afe wrsu e Iwa & goved & TR 761 T v, A 39
S 61 3l &1 faR1y B 1 1S SHIBR T 21

e Accused individuals cannot control the pace of a trial or courtroom proceedings, it is the

judge who does so.

which is based entirely on the Prosecution’s
materials. Once again, there is a long-established
principle in criminal law that the more draconian
or stringent a law, the more cautiously it should
be interpreted, in order to prevent state abuse.
The Court’s judgment departs from that
principle. One hopes that this interpretation —
which is, at the moment, provisional, as it was
delivered in a bail case — will be revised by the
Court in due course.

Need for scrutiny, not deference

Finally, the expansive nature of Section 15 apart,
the Court’s scrutiny of the prosecution’s actual
case is highly deferential. The actual evidence
against Umar Khalid and Sharjeel Imam —
evidence on the record — only demonstrates the
organisation and facilitation of protests (and, at
its highest, chakka jams) against the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act, none of which can be
remotely called a “terrorist act”, even under the
broadest of definitions. To fill in the gaps, the
Prosecution has argued that Umar Khalid and
Sharjeel Imam have “managerial responsibility”
for the riots, as they were at the head of a
“conspiracy” to cause these riots.

The Court notes that such a possibility “cannot
be ruled out” and that any deeper scrutiny of the
Prosecution’s case would be beyond its remit as it
cannot consider possible defences at the stage of
bail. However, there is a difference between
considering defences and accepting the
Prosecution’s inferences that go well beyond the
actual record, especially when individual liberty
— after five years of incarceration — hangs in the
balance.

It is worth remembering that across time, and
across space, right from the days of the Dreyfus
Affair in 19th century France, the idea of a
“conspiracy” has been frequently deployed to
compensate for the absence of actual evidence,
and to keep people in jail endlessly. The evidence
of history should inform the present: allegations
of conspiracy, without evidence, deserve
searching scrutiny, not deference. At the very
least, the absence of direct evidence should not
become a reason for an endless imprisonment
without trial, and a blurring of the right to protest
with acts of violence.

In this context, the continued imprisonment of
Umar Khalid and Sharjeel Imam is an injustice; it
is an injustice that, one hopes, is remedied
sooner rather than later.

aﬁugawﬁﬁﬁmwﬁ%@ﬁﬁﬁﬁaﬁmuﬁ,wmwﬁmm
|

e The judge is empowered to refuse requests for adjournments and proceed with the ftrial.
AT & U RAM & SRIYT BT SRABR HR GHEHT 3T TG BT AR gial 5|

e This creates a situation where, solely on the basis of the state’s accusations, individuals can
be incarcerated for decades before a final verdict.

00 Ut FRURY st @ gt hael Isd & SRIGE & YR IR fordl safad 1 sifow haet 3 ugal

] 9P e H 39T ol bl gl
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e The Court’s examination of the merits of the bail cases also raises critical issues.
ST ATH 3 TUI-EI TR 3(aTad o1 gHie % Aeayul g8 +f Iord 31

e Section 15 of the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA) defines the offence of
terrorism, and after setting out the basic ingredients of the offence, such as the use of
violence or weapons, uses the phrase “by any other means”.
R nfafaftrar Ry ififad (UAPA) @1 U1RT 15 3iTdddTg & 3ORTY &1 aRHTRIG
FRA 8 MR IRTY F gaTet da, S e a1 gR[RY & yaiT, 91 & 1 “by any other
means” X4l &1 YA T B

o There is a general principle in criminal law that courts will interpret ambiguous or vague
phrases narrowly to protect the individual from state excess.

TR BT | T Qi Rigid § o srarerd ey ar Siffda wrsgi &t o iof e st
g a1f% safaa o1 Iey Bt S1fa I s=m o T |

e First, it vests vast discretion in the prosecution, that is, the state, in deciding which kinds of
protests will be dealt with under the stringent provisions of the UAPA and which under
ordinary law.

U, SN SRS ue, I Iy, B a8 0 B § s faae iR e o © f fea
TSR & faRIY U ¥ UAPA & $SR WTUTHI & dgd fueT STe SR 68 9 &1 &
ded|

e Under Section 43(D)(5) of the UAPA, bail is not to be granted if the court is satisfied that there
is a “prima facie” case against the accused.

UAPA &1 HIRT 43(D)(5) & dgd dlc 3faTad I8 I o o Sifigad & RIaT® “Uyw Tgar’ Jrar
ST &, o SHTd el ot S|

e This provision, originally used by the colonial British government to imprison Indian
nationalists, is closely linked to the substantive provisions of the UAPA.
g8 UIay, o 7 U 3 Siuf1afre fafesr e 1 yRdig yariedl &1 &g a3 & g
TS a1 T, UAPA & T TTaeml § TTevTs © 9T 3|

o The question of whether there is a “prima facie” case depends on what exactly the
ingredients of the offence are.

“YYT TPAT” WA § 1 7o, I8 9 W MR a1 8 fov 3i_1y & a anaa # |15

¢ By widening the scope of Section 15 of the UAPA, denial of bail becomes far more likely, as
it is much easier to establish a prima facie case.
UAPA @ 4RT 15 & SR &1 9611 ¥ ST I STHR &I YU 9gd ¢ STl 8, i ToH
AT AT R BT R & Sfiell 2 |

e This is based entirely on the prosecution’s materials.
T8 O aRe 9 St vat it Al ) semid giar g

e Once again, there is a long-established principle in criminal law that the more draconian or
stringent a law, the more cautiously it should be interpreted.

R W, SRS BT BT T R RiGid g o6 /a1 31 DS ST SR AT gHADPRY
BN, 3! URSAT Jai+1 g1 AT I BT S+ =MW

o Finally, the expansive nature of Section 15 apart, the Court’s scrutiny of the prosecution’s
actual case is highly deferential.
3idd:, YRT 15 B AMUS Ui T e, RIS & aRdiad AT TR SEred & Sid fid
TS 51 5

e |tis worth remembering that across time and space, right from the days of the Dreyfus Affair
in 19th century France, the idea of a “conspiracy” has been frequently deployed to
compensate for the absence of actual evidence.
g TG G TN § b T0T 3R RIM & UR, 1941 Tt & Wik ¥ B $is & ol 4 &,
«JTRART FT fIAR SRR IRAfIH TT1e Bt HH BT T HRA & o4 ST foban T g |

GS Paper II: Governance,

TOPICS COVERED ’ 15 January 2026

1. | Who pays starting salaries of over ¥2 crore per year to fresh graduates?
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Prime Minister’s Internship Scheme falters as funds largely remain unused
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Who pays starting salaries of over X2
crore per year to fresh graduates?

High frequency trading firms are offering fresh graduates starting salaries in the 32 crore range, reflecting a growing trend of high-paying job offers in

Indias premier educational institutions. Such jobs offer exciting career opportunities both in terms of money and job satisfaction

O.R.S. Rao

The story so far:
ptive, a Netherlands-based
global trading company, has
offered a starting salary of 2.5
crore to a B.Tech (Computer
Science) student of IIT Hyderabad.

What is behind the rise of the
¥2-crore recruiter club?

Such high starting salaries are not new.
Last year, a student at IIT Madras received
a record-breaking offer of ¥4.3 crore per
year, for the role of a Quantitative Trader
in Jane Street, a Wall Street trading firm
from the U.S. The competitive landscape
of campus placements of over ¥l crore per
year is estimated to have tripled from
about 60 offers in 2021 to 180 in 2025. The
share of ¥2-crore+ offers, though still
small, has been growing steeply. This
phenomenon is not a blip any longer.

The large-ticket “Day-1” financial
trading recruiters of the current
placement season at [IT Bombay are
reported to have offered salaries ranging
from ¥2.2 crore to ¥3.6 crore per year. It
clearly shows that the trend will continue,
despite the impact of artificial intelligence
(AD).

In the last five years, the “¥2-Crore
Club™ has grown to be a robust
technology-driven financial stock trading
ecosystem. It is helmed by Quantitative
Trading (QT) firms, who leverage
technology for quick trades in a fraction
of seconds. High Frequency Traders
(HFT) further automate the trades,
without any need for human intervention,
using the power of efficient algorithms.

Jane Street and Optiver are not alone.
Hudson River Trading (HRT) offered over
¥2.2 crore for an Algorithmic Developer
post, whereas Da Vinci Derivatives offered
salary packages exceeding 32 crore for the
role of a Quant Researcher. NK Securities

followed with around ¥1.65 crore while
Rubrik has extended 1.49-crore offers.
Other firms in this league include Citadel
Securities, IMC Trading, Graviton
Research, APT Portfolio, Atlas Research,
Quadeye, Quantbox, The Trade Desk, and
others.

Around 70% of them have been repeat
recruiters, who view the IITs as their
primary talent pipeline globally. A few
years back, the hunting ground for these
recruiters was limited to first generation
IITs, but recent years have seen entry of
second generation IITs like Hyderabad,
[IT(BHU) and IIITs like Allahabad and
Raipur.

How can they afford to pay such high
salaries?

In order to understand why and how
these firms pay such high salaries, one
must look at their business model,
particularly, of how they make money.
Most of them are medium-sized
proprietary financial trading houses and
earn profits by leveraging price arbitrage,
buying and selling stocks between two
stock exchanges like NASDAQ and New
York Stock Exchange, for tiny profits — as
low as $0.01 per share. By executing
millions of such trades in seconds they
make massive profits.

A software developer at an HFT firm,
who can reduce even a few microseconds
in execution of a program can generate an
extra profit of millions of dollars in a
month. As the intellectual efforts of the
developer are directly and quickly
translated into profit, it is not difficult for
the firm to share a part of the profit. This
is why these firms hire the best of
engineers to optimise every line of the
program. These firms are lean with low
overheads, with only 200-500 employees,
which allows them to distribute a
significant portion of their trading profit
as bonuses to the employees. A significant

portion of the “2 crore” packages, going
up to 40%, is the performance bonus.

What are the roles offered and skills
needed?

A quantitative trader takes trading
decisions in a live trading desk, using
game theory and probability. A
quantitative researcher analyses historical
data to find patterns or “signals” that
predict future price movements and
devise trading strategies using advanced
Statistics, Stochastic Calculus, and
Machine Learning. A low-latency
developer builds the ultra-fast engines
that execute the trades, leveraging the
mastery of low-latency expertise in areas
like memory management and
concurrency.

Typically, these firms look for people
with a deep knowledge of algorithms, low
level systems and mastery in areas like
probability, linear algebra, and game
theory. While financial literacy is not
always mandatory, an understanding of
the financial market microstructure and
derivatives is an advantage.

Prior work experience is not essential
for these roles, as the firms look for
youngsters with exceptional quantitative
aptitude, deep conceptual understanding
of Mathematics, proficiency in
programming, and smart problem-solving
abilities. Most firms prefer fresh graduates
for their innovative and out-of-the-box
thinking ability. In terms of behavioural
traits, they look for people that can work
under pressure, without losing balance of
mind.

Generally, the aspirants go through
multiple rounds of rigorous interviews,
involving “Brainteaser” rounds,
probability puzzles and low-latency C++
coding skills. Most Quant and HFT firms
prefer the Pre-Placement Offer (PPO)
route for recruitment, where students are
selected after a rigorous internship of

eight weeks.

What are domestic posting salaries?
Total compensation called
Cost-To-Company (CTC) often includes
base salary, guaranteed/target bonus,
relocation/sign-on bonus, and Restricted
Stock Units (RSUs) as employee stock
options, and profit-sharing bonus.
Because most of the roles are based
abroad, in locations like Amsterdam,
Dublin, Hong Kong, London and New
York, the salary packages convert into
Indian Rupees of 2 crore or more. Some
companies offer domestic postings, with
salaries ranging from 60 lakh to ¥1.2
crore.

A %2 crore international offer (based in
Europe) is roughly equal to a ¥60 lakh
offer in India in terms of lifestyle and
savings, considering the cost of living and
taxes. Students need to keep this in mind,
while comparing international offers with
domestic offers.

Are there career growth avenues?
Such jobs offer exciting career
opportunities both in terms of money and
job satisfaction, particularly for students
that are strong in mathematics and enjoy
solving probability brainteasers. However,
there will be intense day-to-day job
pressure, due to the live trading
environment, which does not tolerate
even small mistakes. Besides burn-out,
career growth may be limited to the
financial technology sector.

While the volume of entry-level roles in
traditional IT services is shrinking, due to
Al-driven automation, the demand for
specialised talent is growing. The Quant
and High-Frequency Trading sector is just
one example of competitive bidding for
the natural human intelligence needed to
solve problems that Al is yet to master.

O.R.S. Rao is Chancellor of the ICFAI
university, Sikkim. Views are personal.

Who pays starting salaries of over ¥2 crore per year to fresh graduates?
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The competitive landscape of campus placements of over ¥1 crore per year is estimated to
have tripled from about 60 offers in 2021 to 180 in 2025.
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The share of ¥2-crore+ offers, though still small, has been

growing steeply. m
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In the last five years, the “¥2-Crore Club” has grown to be

a robust technology-driven financial stock trading

ecosystem.
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Hudson River Trading (HRT) offered over 2.2 crore for an Algorithmic Developer post,
whereas Da Vinci Derivatives offered salary packages exceeding ¥2 crore for the role of a
Quant Researcher.
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Other firms in this league include Citadel Securities, IMC Trading, Graviton Research,
APT Portfolio, Atlas Research, Quadeye, Quantbox, The Trade Desk, and others.
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Around 70% of them have been repeat recruiters, who view the lITs as their primary talent
pipeline globally. ]

T ¥ TTHT 70% HUMAT SITRT Helf B aTelt §, o SIS DI AYH TR W (U= A
&de ursudTsH A B

A few years back, the hunting ground for these recruiters was limited to first generation lITs,
but recent years have seen entry of second generation IITs like Hyderabad, IIT(BHU) and
lliTs like Allahabad and Raipur.
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Most of them are medium-sized proprietary financial trading houses and earn profits by
leveraging price arbitrage, buying and selling stocks between two stock exchanges like
NASDAQ and New York Stock Exchange, for tiny profits — as low as $0 01 per share.
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By executing millions of such trades in seconds they make massive profits.
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A software developer at an HFT firm, who can reduce even a few microseconds in
execution of a program can generate an extra profit of millions of dollars in a month.

el HFT UL &1 TiteatR STAWR Al fHdt T & e & dad $© Agsiaes ot
HH PR 2, dl 98 T HEH § 1l ST PT IfAfad G141 R Geba B
This is why these firms hire the best engineers to optimise every line of the program.
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A quantitative trader takes trading decisions in a live trading desk, using game theory and

probablllty
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A quantitative researcher analyses historical data to find patterns or “signals” that predict

future price movements and devise trading strategies using advanced Statistics, Stochastic
Calculus, and Machine Learning.
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A low-latency developer builds the ultra-fast engines that execute the trades, leveraging
mastery in areas like memory management and concurrency.
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Typically, these firms look for people with a deep knowledge of algorithms, low level
systems and mastery in areas like probability, linear algebra, and game theory.
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While financial literacy is not always mandatory, an understanding of the financial market
microstructure and derivatives is an advantage.
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Prior work experience is not essential for these roles, as the firms look for youngsters with
exceptional quantitative aptitude, deep conceptual understanding of Mathematics,
proficiency in programming, and smart problem-solving abilities.

= Yfirarafl & e qd et gy 1avge® T8 &, i Hu~dl SATHIRUT difeefed &,
TIfOTa &t T8t T, TR H gardr SiR A THT-AHTT SR aTdl garsif B e ¢ |
Most firms prefer fresh &%_\raduates for their innovative and out-of-the-box thinking ability.

SHRremTRT U T 3R SIET AT FT & & HRU BT ASUeH &I MfHsdT 3ot |

In terms of behavioural traits, they look for people that can work under pressure, without
losing balance of mind.

HqI® ol §, 3 T A &1 I18d ¢ o gard & Wt F19 o 9 SR ARye dga- 7 9|
Generally, the aspirants go through multiple rounds of rigorous interviews, involving
“Brainteaser” rounds, probability puzzles and low-latency C++ coding skills.

R SEEAR] & SR VIHTEHRI b B GR T ToRT IS 2, RFH “FTeR” IS,
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Most Quant and HFT firms prefer the Pre-Placement Offer (PPO) route for recruitment,
where students are selected after a rigorous internship of eight weeks.

fYHT Wie 3R HFT Huf~ar wdf & e h-wade 3w (PPO) T &) URig et &, fore
B! BT TG TS WTE Pl AR SCHIRIY & §Ic fhaT 1T B

What are domestic posting salaries?

T NIRRT & da a1 giar 82

Total compensation called Cost-To-Company (CTC) often includes base salary,
guaranteed/target bonus, relocation/sign-on bonus, and Restricted Stock Units (RSUs)
as employee stock options, and profit-sharing bonus.

Fd TR S PIRe-g-HUT (CTC) HBT ST 7, ITH SRR Jd da, MRS/ a4,
RaPzFMaTEa-3iiq a9, Wwﬁw%wﬁﬁ@ﬁswqﬁm(ksuqsﬁ?
Aifte-rafar 999 2 8 B

A %2 crore international offer (based in Europe) is roughly equal to a ¥60 lakh offer in
India in terms of lifestyle and savings, considering the cost of living and taxes.
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Prime Minister’s
Internship Scheme
falters as funds largely
remain unused

Shishir Sinha
NEW DELHI

The poor performance of
the Prime Minister’s In-
ternship Scheme (PMIS) is
now clearly reflected in go-
vernment spending data.
The Ministry of Corporate
Affairs spent just around
4% of its budget allocation
during  April-November
FY26, highlighting the
scheme’s limited traction
on the ground.

Data from the Controll-
er General of Accounts
show that against a budget
allocation of over 11,500
crore, the Ministry spent
only a little over ¥500
crore in the first eight
months of the financial
year. Nearly 94% of the al-
location, more than
10,800 crore, was ear-
marked for PMIS, indicat-
ing that weak utilisation is
directly linked to the
scheme’s performance.

This pattern is not new.
In FY25, the Ministry’s allo-
cation was sharply cut to
71,078 crore from %2,667
crore, after large sums re-
mained unspent.

The Ministry had told
the Parliamentary Stand-
ing Committee that funds
were surrendered mainly
due to poor utilisation un-
der the internship scheme.
Actual expenditure that
year was only around ¥680
crore.

Few takers

Official data also point to li-
mited interest among can-
didates.

In a written reply to Par-
liament on December 15,
2025, Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman said that

While firms made
over 82,000 offers,
only about 28,000
were accepted, an
acceptance rate of
just 34%

in the first round of the
PMIS pilot, 6.21 lakh appli-
cations were received
against 1.27 lakh internship
opportunities.

While companies made
over 82,000 offers, only
about 28,000 were accept-
ed, an acceptance rate of
just 34%. As of November
30, 2025, only 2,066 in-
terns had completed their
internships.

The second round
showed a similar trend.
More than 83,000 offers
were made against 1.18
lakh opportunities, but
fewer than 24,600 were ac-
cepted, pushing the accep-
tance rate below 30%.

‘Meagre assistance’
While no official explana-
tion has been offered, go-
vernment officials believe
the meagre financial assis-
tance may be the deter-
rent.

Interns receive 35,000 a
month for 12 months,
along with a one-time
grant of ¥6,000 and insu-
rance coverage.

Announced in the 2024-
25 Budget, PMIS aims to
provide one crore intern-
ships in five years.

So far, however, spend-
ing and participation data
suggest the scheme is
struggling to take off even
in its pilot phase.

(The writer is with The
Hindu businessline)

completed their internships.
30 FAER 2025 TFH HaAd 2,066 F&+ o] U SR TR HR UMY |
e The second round showed a similar trend.

R RO H 2t U1 &) B e Y )

o More than 83,000 offers were made against 1.18 lakh opportunities, but fewer than 24,600
were accepted, pushlng the acceptance rate below 30%.
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Prime Minister’s Internship Scheme falters as
funds largely remain unused

TUTTHA S IRT TISAT FHSIR TS G & Fife
SUPTRT ¢ S §T 3T 3

. Prime Minister’s Internship Scheme falters as funds
largely remain unused
YT ESHRIY T HHOR TS I8! § i I o=
Vgad S g3 §
. The poor performance of the Prime Minister’s
Internship Scheme (PMIS) is now clearly reflected in
government spending data.
UTHAT SSHIRIT QST (PMIS) HT HHSIR UG 3
PRI TG 3HiPps § WY U I fG@ms a1 3|
. The Ministry of Corporate Affairs spent just around
4% of its budget allocation during April-November FY26,
h|ghl|ght|ng the scheme’s limited traction on the ground.

P TATAY A SUE-TdaR FY26 & GRIF 304 §oic
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. Data from the Controller General of Accounts
show that against a budget allocation of over ¥11,500 crore,
the Ministry spent only a little over 500 crore in the first
elght months of the financial year.
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° Actual expenditure that year was only around ¥680
crore.

39 I¥ arifde SIT Had ATHIT €680 HRAS 8T

. Official data also point to limited interest among
candidates.
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o In a written reply to Parliament on December 15,
2025, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said that in the
first round of the PMIS pilot, 6.21 lakh applications were
received against 1.27 lakh internship opportunities.

15 fa=iaR 2025 & T¥ug # fafad SR o fama @t fader
HaR™U1 = Fg1 {5 PMIS UTIde & Ugd oRU1 H 1.27 @14
$eHIRIY JERI & HIEd 6.21 ARG TG U gu|
. While companies made over 82,000 offers, only
about 28,000 were accepted, an acceptance rate of just 34%.

gt Sufal 3 82,000 A 3ifes 3T AT, 96t Had ATTHT
28,000 WHR fHT 7T, I WHrRIdT < Had 34% T
° As of November 30, 2025, only 2,066 interns had
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‘Meagre assistance’

31y fa=ilg Jgrar

¢ While no official explanation has been offered, government officials believe the meagre
financial assistance may be the deterrent.
BT HIe SMABING TBIHRU ! a1 T B, Afe NRBRY 1A &1 7 ¢ fos arew
fafra weTaan 8 gdlcTe &1 HRUI g1 ¥ g

e Interns receive ¥5,000 a month for 12 months, along with a one-time grant of ¥6,000 and
insurance coverage.
g 1 12 HEHL % 25,000 U HTE, 3P 1Y 26,000 BT THHRT TTIT 3R AT Havel
foreran g1

e Announced in the 2024-25 Budget, PMIS aims to provide one crore internships in five
years.
2024-25 & g9I¢ H Ui PMIS &1 &0 Uid U} & TP PAIS ST U HR1 g

e So far, however, spending and participation data suggest the scheme is struggling to take off
even in its pilot phase.
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3. | Fuel gamble crowns China the clean-energy king
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4. | Trump revives Greenland threat, says U.S. needs it for ‘vital security’
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5. | Some personnel at U.S. base in Qatar advised to evacuate
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6. | Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guards, the force behind the state crackdown
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7. | West Bank Bedouin community drlven out by increasing Israeli settler violence
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An exploration of India’s minerals diplomacy

oday, India’s clean energy transitions are

impossible without imported critical

minerals and rare earths. The country
needs these minerals now, and China’s tightening
export controls only heighten the urgency. Just
like other countries around the world, India is
also committing to diversify mineral trade
linkages, promote responsible production and
build standards-based markets.

India needs a two-pronged strategy to build
long-term capability at home while securing
immediate access abroad. Realising this, over the
past five years, New Delhi has pursued close toa
dozen bilateral and multilateral partnerships
across continents while bolstering domestic
mineral policies. The question is about what
these engagements have delivered to India and
whether there is a need for recalibration.

The two sides to partnerships

Some partnerships have advanced more
meaningfully than others. Australia emerges as
reliable, offering political stability, large reserves
and a strategic vision. Cooperation here is active
with long-term supply discussions, joint research
and targeted investments. In 2022 under the
India-Australia Critical Minerals Investment
Partnership, the two countries identified five
target projects for potential investment in lithium
and cobalt.

Japan provides a template for resilience,
exemplifying an institutional model for long-term
planning rather than reactive deals. When China
restricted rare earth exports to Tokyo a decade
ago, Japan responded with diversification,
stockpiling, recycling and sustained research and
development. Beyond its long-standing
cooperation with Indian Rare Earths Limited, the
partnership has now extended into potential joint
extraction processing and stockpiling minerals,
both bilaterally and in third countries, under a
cooperation agreement last year.

African nations, given their long-standing trade
linkages with India, offer similar opportunities,
with mineral abundance paired with rising
demands for local value creation. India’s recent
agreements with Namibia for lithium, rare earths
and uranium as well as asset-acquisition talks in
Zambia for copper and cobalt reflect a growing
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India must use
its country-by-
country
approach to
build resilience
across

the value chain

push to turn towards Africa. India must approach
Africa with a long-term industrial mindset or risk
losing ground to more coordinated competitors.

Despite previous political enthusiasm around
“friend-shoring”, cooperation on critical minerals
has struggled to move beyond dialogue with the
United States. Recent American tariffs on Indian
goods, shifting trade rules and restrictive Inflation
Reduction Act incentives complicate stable
engagement. The volatility of the U.S’s trade
policy makes it hard for New Delhi to rely on
Washington, even though the U.S. could bea
significant technology and downstream
innovation partner. The Transforming the
Relationship Utilizing Strategic Technology
(TRUST) Initiative and the Strategic Minerals
Recovery Initiative propose frameworks for joint
work on rare-earth processing, battery recycling
and clean separation technologies.

The European Union (EU)’s Critical Raw
Materials Act, the European Battery Alliance and
its circular economy agenda show how
regulation, sustainability and industrial strategy
can reinforce each other. Progress requires India
to align with the EU’s requirements on
transparency, lifecycle standards and
environmental norms.

West Asia holds potential but lacks institutional
depth and long-term frameworks. The United
Arab Emirates and Saudi Arabia are investing
heavily in battery materials, refining capacity and
green hydrogen, with sovereign wealth funds
acquiring mining stakes across Africa and Latin
America. For India, West Asia could become an
important midstream partner, processing
minerals sourced elsewhere.

Russia’s reserves of rare earths, cobalt and
lithium are substantial, and scientific ties with
India are longstanding. Yet, sanctions, financing
challenges and logistical unpredictability
constrain reliability. Russia could be an important
hedge, not a foundation.

New frontiers

Latin America presents India’s new frontiers with
expanded engagement in Argentina, Chile, Peru
and, increasingly, Brazil. These countries are
becoming central to global copper, nickel and

rare-earth strategies. There have been substantial

An exploration of India’s minerals diplomacy
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India needs a two-pronged strategy to build long-term capability at home while securing
immediate access abroad.

YR B! <X H SrepIfcre &l f[AwmRig &= & Ary-91y fad= & daebra ugd gAfdd & &
fore Y-SmarHt Yorifa ot Srawuedr B

e Australia emerges as reliable, offering political stability, large reserves and a strategic

vision.

investments by public and private sector
companies from India into projects in these
regions. Khanij Bidesh India Limited (KABIL) has
signed a ¥200 crore exploration and
development agreement with Argentina.
However, competition for Indian companies is
intense, and engagement remains at an early
stage. A lasting presence will require value-chain
partnerships and local processing, not
extraction-only agreements.

With the restoration of diplomatic ties with
Canada recently, Ottawa emerges as an important
player. With reserves of nickel, cobalt, copper
and rare earths, and a recently signed trilateral
agreement with Australia and India, Canada has
potential to become a strong minerals partner.
Yet, political stability between the two countries
will be key.

Develop integrated partnerships

Across all regions, lessons converge. Securing ore
is not enough. The choke point is processing.
Without domestic refining and midstream
capability, India remains exposed to supply chain
vulnerabilities. Technology, innovation and
on-ground project implementation matters far
more than announcements. India must use its
country-by-country approach to build resilience
across the value-chain. Africa, Australia, Canada
and Latin America for upstream ore extraction;
West Asia (the Gulf) and Japan for midstream
processing of the mineral ores; the EU and the
U.S. for downstream technology creation such as
batteries and recycling, and Russia for
diversification.

While it is important for India to be also open
to cooperation with additional partners, such as
South Korea and Indonesia, it first needs to have
a clear strategic vision for existing partnerships.
None of this will deliver results unless India
strengthens its domestic framework for
responsible mining with issues such as
Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) and
transparency increasingly becoming a key issue
in international partnerships.

India has built an impressive web of critical
minerals partnerships. The next step is to deepen
what works, rethink what does not, and ensure
technology, processing and long-term certainty.

TR U RIS WIRGR & ¥ H IURAT §, SN Ao R, 98 HSR 3R
e efd UeH exar g

. Cooperat|on includes long- term supply talks, jomt research and targeted investments.

, e ST 3R aféra = e

gl

¢ In 2022, under the India-Australia Critical Minerals Investment Partnership, the two
countries |dent|f|ed five target projects for potentlal investment in lithium and cobalt.

UIE-RIRNT & Ted gl o=l = forfay ok
FIaTee d IHIfad o & forw ura aféra uRasHme ugart |

e When China restricted rare earth exports to Tokyo a decade ago, Japan responded with
diversification, stockpiling, recycling and sustained R&D.

& U@ Ugd F diH A e &1 1R 37 Fafa Tfira foran, &t o = fafaefeor, sro,
YAIep U 3R Tad R Ud fae & Iy ufafear &

e Beyond cooperation with Indian Rare Earths Limited, the partnership has expanded to joint
extraction, processing and stockpiling, including in third countries, under a cooperation

2022 & HRd-
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agreement last year.

YR o fafies & wry TgdivT @ ol 9gd g, e av & Iueid & dgd WRier!
Y G, TRIEBRUT 3R USRI 7 I g5 &, forem drey 31+ <nfe 21
African nations offer opportunities with mineral abundance and rising demand for local
value creation.

BT I G THIS 3R RITIR YT oI 1 deat T & 1Y SR UG &d g |
India’s recent agreements with Namibia for lithium, rare earths and uranium, and asset
talks in Zambia for copper and cobalt, reflect a growing push towards Africa.

ariifaa & Ty farfm, Yo o i qRferaw Jur wrfiemn & diar ik et & fae
Ry aTaf it B1 3R dgd S &) il 81

India must approach Africa with a long-term industrial mindset or risk losing ground to
coordinated competitors.

YRA B SBIHT & Y Srdw1iere shenfiie ed®ior sio=m ghm, 76t df a8 dnfed ufawaffar
J s g 3|

Despite enthusiasm for “friend-shoring”, cooperation with the United States on critical
minerals has struggled to move beyond dialogue.

“THhg-NIT & Ul I8 & STac[e, Tgad I SARPT & 1Y Agaqu] @iol IR TganT
Tare F 3 TE 9¢ ur g

Recent American tariffs, shifting trade rules and restrictive Inflation Reduction Act
incentives complicate stable engagement.

giferar st AN, Iead TR o1 SR 3R ReaRr tae o Wit tierg= -ifaal
fRR wgam & wfed s €1

The volatility of U.S. trade policy makes it hard for New Delhi to rely on Washington, even
though the U.S. could be a major technology and downstream innovation partner.
3Rt IR A F1 ifAfdar 78 et & forg amfivTed wR fRk g1 wfea st 8, v &
AR U g1 HeNfiet 3R STRIH TaTER IEeR & Jodl 3|

The TRUST Initiative and the Strategic Minerals Recovery Initiative propose frameworks
for joint work on rare-earth processing, battery recycling and clean separation
technologies.

TRUST Ugd 3R W Rrred Readt vea Yar-ordf ueivavvr, a8t Swmgfad sik
A AW STATSl TR Ggad B & a1 g 3

The European Union (EU)’s Critical Raw Materials Act, European Battery Alliance and
circular economy agenda show how regulation, sustainability and industrial strategy
reinforce each other.

R Wy $1 frfewa 37 AeRuw vae, RINTT 9edt vardy iR gdar el TolsT
feara g f e, fRRar siR siielifiier YU Teh-g¥R &1 H8 A9ed ad & |

West Asia holds potential but lacks institutional depth and long-term frameworks.

U3y TR § U €, AfT a8T SR Teers 3R Sideifre afd & vl B

The United Arab Emirates and Saudi Arabia are investing heavily in battery materials,
refining capacity and green hydrogen, with sovereign wealth funds acquiring mining
stakes across Africa and Latin America.

TYF 3RT AHRTT iR THhdt 3R At Anpht, e emar ok 34 sggiom & U
Y B R B, TTeT Aiavd A s 3BT 3R Afe rif¥et § @ ffRerl Tl R &

For India, West Asia could become an important midstream partner, processing minerals
sourced elsewhere.

YRd & fore uf¥m uRm e qeaquf Rrewv A8ieR o7 Iobdl 8, St 30 S8l ¥ 3T Gfelt
BT IIRHT PR |

Russia’s reserves of rare earths, cobalt and lithium are substantial, and scientific ties with
India are longstanding.

& U WR 34, Plaree iR Rim & 9 1SR €, 3R YR & 1Y 3P a1 Taiy
REREEEEEE RG]

Yet, sanctions, financing challenges and logistical unpredictability constrain reliability.
AT wfers, ﬁ?ﬁuiﬁlﬁm IR Aifeifes siffdaar sue! faya-iaar &) g H=adt g

Russia could be an important hedge, not a foundation.

Y Ue AUl Y& fadpe 81 Tehal 7, Afdr Sy et |
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New frontiers

7 T

e Latin America presents India’s new frontiers with expanded engagement in Argentina,
Chile, Peru and increasingly Brazil.

AfesT SRt YRA & g 15 WATE TRqd &=l ©, el Srete T, frel, 9 ok 9gd aR W
STl o 1Y FEHIHIAT 5 W81 &

o Khanij Bidesh India Limited (KABIL) has signed a ¥200 crore exploration and development
agreement with Argentina.

e fadwr gfear fafies (KABIL) 7 3f&HT & T1Y 2200 FHRIS HT AT 3R faH
T far B

e However, competition for Indian companies is intense, and engagement remains at an early
stage.
BTalfeh, YRIT Hufal & fore ufaeguf w8 ok wgfiar snft uRfie aRor # g1

e Alasting presence will require value-chain partnerships and local processing, not
extraction-only agreements.
Rt JuRUfY & fore Fad @+ THEGl & IO deg-a- ATHGTRAT 3R RITHRT TRIRBR0T
TIGD B |

o With the restoration of diplomatic ties with Canada, Ottawa emerges as an important player.
PTST & 1Y RIS Y F8Td 811 & 918 fieral Uh He@yul fRaarst & U § IHRT 7

o With reserves of nickel, cobalt, copper and rare earths, and a recently signed trilateral
agreement with Australia and India, Canada has potential to become a strong minerals
partner.
FrPa, piaree, aiar ol YR o & HeR SR sifeeferar 9 URa & Ty giferar Buefa
U & IAd HIST T Aolgd QiAo UIPIeR & 9l g

o Technology, innovation and on-ground project implementation matter more than
announcements.

TN, TarER iR s+t TR R uRaeET fharage Bivonst ¥ & $ifie Jeayul 8
¢ India must use its country-by-country approach to build resilience across the value chain.
YRA B 3T I-TR IS I G deg-a & Fharg= s=r1 e
e Africa, Australia, Canada and Latin America for upstream ore extraction.
, STeferar, HATST 3R @AfeT SAR®T o) R 3 WA= & faw|
e West Asia and Japan for midstream processing of mineral ores.
Tf3m TR 3R S & WA s & e uemRur & fou|
e The EU and the U.S. for downstream technology creation such as batteries and
recycling.
R Y 3R AR B S dae-te fAmfor, S defvar siv Sarsfad, & o)
¢ And Russia for diversification.
3R =9 &I fafaehievor & o
o While it is important for India to also be open to cooperation with partners such as South
Korea and Indonesia, it first needs a clear strategic vision for existing partnerships.
BTl HRA & e gféror Hifvar iR SSR/T S IreieRl & I1y JgaiT & forg gar &
TR B, Afh T Tea Hivlal AIeieTRal & forg T Yurifae €Y amfeul

e None of this will deliver results unless India strengthens its domestic framework for
responsible mining. ]
0 I o 1t gRUMH 78T ¢ 919 d% URd AR @9 & AU 3091 SR erdT Jeiad ol
P

e |ssues such as Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) and transparency are
becoming key in international partnerships.

e 3R THA (ESG) TUT URGRIAT Wi He, SIaRIPTA retaral § FHoiae sd
EIEGE]

e India has built an impressive web of critical minerals partnerships.
YR A Hgaqul @i AReRal &1 U THIGRIe Jeadh s gl

e The next step is to deepen what works, rethink what does not, and ensure technology,
processing and long-term certainty.
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Fuel gamble crowns China the clean-energy king

Reuters
LONDON

President Donald Trump’s
bid to ignite American in-
dustry with cheap oil and
gas is a high-stakes gamble
that, win or lose, will leave
China the world’s leading
low-carbon  technology
powerhouse.

These opposing energy
strategies reflect deep geo-
political divides that will
shape the contest between
the world’s two largest eco-
nomies for industrial su-
premacy in the coming
decades.

Mr. Trump has made no
secret of his fondness for
fossil fuels and distaste for
renewables. He’s slashed
government support for
electric vehicles and low-
carbon technologies, ex-
panded oil drilling access,
and loosened environmen-

Electrostate in making: EVs made up more than half ofCh\nese
domestic passenger car sales last year. AFP

tal rules. Washington’s re-
cent ouster of Venezuela’s
President Nicolas Maduro
and subsequent push for
U.S. firms to tap the coun-
try’s vast proven oil re-
serves - the largest in the
world at 303 billion bar-
rels, according to OPEC -
offer the clearest signal yet
of the administration’s in-
tention to lock the U.S. eco-

nomy into a fossil-fuel-dri-

ven future. This ambition
was spelled out in the
White House national se-
curity strategy released
late last year. It argued that
abundant U.S. oil, gas, coal
and nuclear resources will
“fuel reindustrialisation”
and preserve America’s
edge in technologies such
as artificial intelligence.
The U.S., the world’s
biggest economy and lar-

gest oil consumer, account-
ed for around one-fifth of
global demand in 2025, or
some 20.6 million barrels
per day. After a decade-
long shale boom, it is now
also the top oil and gas
producer.

The U.S. is also now the
largest liquefied natural
gas (LNG) exporter, ship-
ping over 110 million me-
tric tons last year, or rough-
ly a quarter of global trade.

Given this access to mas-
sive, affordable energy
supplies, it is understanda-
ble that the U.S. would
double down on fossil
fuels. But this strategy may
be short-sighted, and not
just because of the climate
implications. The White
House appears to be ced-
ing the energy future to

America’s biggest econom-
ic rival.
America’s  recommit-

Fuel gamble crowns China the clean-energy king

Y9 WR &I 1 T Bl WS Sl BT AIGIMTE a7 fear

ment to a 20th-century in-
dustrial model diverges
sharply from Beijing’s ef-
fort to break its depen-
dence on fossil fuels,
which were the foundation
of its economic ascent this
century.

Beijing’s latest five-year
plan underscores its drive
for self-reliance in energy,
critical minerals, and ad-
vanced technologies such
as semiconductors and ar-
tificial intelligence. To
complete this ambitious
shift, China has launched
an economy-wide electrifi-
cation push and built en-
tire industries to support
an “electrostate,” becom-
ing the unrivalled global
leader in solar, batteries,
and electric vehicles.

EVs made up more than
half of Chinese domestic
passenger car sales last
year, while Chinese manu-

facturers produced over
70% of the world's EVs.
Electric truck sales are also
rising in China, steadily
displacing diesel demand.

The country is deploy-
ing renewable energy at
breakneck speed. It in-
stalled more than 500 giga-
watts (GW) of new solar
and wind capacity last
year, the largest single-year
build out in history, ac-
cording to government da-
ta. The International Ener-
gy Agency expects China to
account for more than
two-thirds of global solar
and wind additions in
2025.

Future U.S. administra-
tions may reverse Mr.
Trump’s policies, but even
if they do, policy whiplash
will hamper America’s
ability to catch up with Chi-
na in the race for new ener-
gy dominance.

e President Donald Trump’s bid to ignite American industry with cheap oil and gas is a high-
stakes gamble that, win or lose, will leave China the world’s leading low-carbon technology
powerhouse.
T et 3R g I SR T DI 1A 2 Bl SHTeS U B BIAY Th §8T SGH W1 37d ©,
S St B A1 BR, WA 1 g1 &1 oyt fre-sra NIt uifad a1 &l

e |t argued that abundant U.S. oil, gas, coal and nuclear resources will “fuel
reindustrialisation” and preserve America’s edge in technologies such as artificial
intelligence.
8 &gl T foh 3R & TR a9, A, SHaar 3R TRHTY] JH1U “gH: 3o &)
YA 3 R HhHT gigwar of dw-ie! d smeT &1 ggd a1E [

e The U.S., the world’s biggest economy and largest oil consumer, accounted for around one-
fifth of global demand in 2025, or some 20.6 million barrels per day.
AT, g o1 TaY St afoaT 3R TR sl adt UG, 2025 & ARye T HT T
T@-uiHai few, I S04 20.6 FiRaT ave ufafe, @

e After a decade-long shale boom, it is now also the top oil and gas producer.
U TV 0 VA g9 & 916, I 39 MY aar 3R 19 Saure® i 2

e The U.S. is also now the largest liquefied natural gas (LNG) exporter, shipping over 110
million metric tons last year, or roughly a quarter of global trade.

SAR®T 3F e FS1

WRellpd Wipfas

fafera Wifee e T sifties fafd e, St afYes SR &1 Ty Te-auTg ]|

e EVs made up more than half of Chinese domestic passenger car sales last year, while
Chinese manufacturers produced over 70% of the world’'s EVs.

e af 7 & TR I R 9ot § EVs 31 fgRiar) o & siftres off, wafes -1 Fafarsii 3
ST & 70% | SHfU® EVs FT 3G fha|

e Electric truck sales are also rising in China, steadily displacing diesel demand.

(LNG) frafas +ff 8, S fosa ara 110

411 7 3afaes ool @t faet ot 9g <&t ], o eiR-oR Sora dt g & sm R @ 8
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e The country is deploying renewable energy at breakneck speed.

DI S ot A

P B

¢ ltinstalled more than 500 gigawatts (GW) of new solar and wind capacity last year, the
largest single-year build out in history, according to government data.

WHRY 3ips! & AR, s af g5+ 500 mare (Gw) T 3ifiw 93 TR 3R Ua emd

R P1, S 3fA8™ &1 Ja4 98T Uhd-auid AR 2|

e The International Energy Agency expects China to account for more than two-thirds of
global solar and wind additions in 2025.

SARRTPTY it TSR BT SFAM b 2025 F 9 AR 3R Ua i 1 q1-forgrs & ot
fe=am =i o1 81|

Trump revives Greenland threat,
says U.S. needs it for ‘vital security’

‘NATO becomes far more formidable and effective with Greenland in the hands of the United States. Anything less than

that is unacceptable, says Trump; Greenland Prime Minister Nielsen says the island would choose Denmark over the US.

Stanly Johny

.S. President Do-
Unald Trump on
Wednesday reiter-

ated his threat to take con-
trol of Greenland, a self-go-
verning Danish island of
some 57,000 people, say-
ing it is “vital” for Ameri-
ca’s national security.

“The United States
needs Greenland for the
purpose of National Securi-
ty. It is vital for the Golden
Dome that we are building.
NATO should be leading
the way for us to get it,” Mr.
Trump wrote in a social
media post, referring to
the multi-layer missile de-
fence system the U.S. has
proposed to develop.

Vivian Motzfeldt and Lars Loekke Rasmussen at Denmark’s embassy,
ahead of talks with the U.S, in Washington on Wednesday. AFP

“If we don’t [take over
Greenland], Russia or Chi-
na will, and that’s not go-
ing to happen. Militarily,
without the vast power of
the United States... NATO

would not be an effective
force or deterrent - Not
even close! NATO becomes
far more formidable and
effective with Greenland in
the hands of the United

States,” added Mr. Trump.
“Anything less than that is
unacceptable,” Mr. Trump
insisted. Mr. Trump’s re-
peated remarks have trig-
gered concerns among Eu-
ropean powers as
Denmark is one of the
founding members of the
North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization. Mr. Trump’s
pledge to annex Greenland
threatens the collective se-
curity principle of NATO.

Danish Foreign Minister
Lars Lokke Rasmussen and
his Greenlandic counter-
part Vivian Motzfeldt are in
the U.S. to hold talks with
Secretary of State Marco
Rubio and Vice President
Vance on Wednesday.

On Tuesday, Green-

land’s Prime Minister Jens-
Frederik Nielsen said in a
joint press conference with
his Danish counterpart in
Copenhagen that the is-
land would choose Den-
mark over the U.S. if it was
asked to make such a
choice.

Greenland’s  location
between North America
and the Arctic makes it
strategically placed for ear-
ly warning systems in the
event of missile attacks,
and for monitoring vessels
in the region. The island al-
so has vast untapped re-
sources. Greenland is esti-
mated to have 36 million
tonnes of rare earths — an
area which is currently
dominated by China.

Trump revives Greenland threat, says U.S. needs it for ‘vital security’

<0 3 Mds &) AH? ym@! bR qexTs, HaT AieT 3t

TP A &

e U.S. President Donald Trump on Wednesday reiterated his threat to take control of
Greenland, a self-governing Danish island of some 57,000 people, saying it is “vital” for
America’s national security.

SIHTES U 3 gYIR &) FAS TR 0 S B ST 4HDh! GIexs, S

TATHT 57,000 AR dTel1 Ueb RN SR 61U 8, 3R a1 b ug SMReT 1 AP WRET &

Ry * 3 WEeaqul 21
¢ “The United States needs Greenland for the purpose of National Security. It is vital for the
Golden Dome that we are building. NATO should be leading the way for us to get it,” Mr.
Trump wrote in a social media post, referring to the multi-layer missile defence system
the U.S. has proposed to develop.
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HYEd X AANDT DI AP FR&T & 23 I WAAS P S1aHdl ¢ | T8 39 MesH SH

& forg weayUf 3 o 81 911 36 81 ATET 1 34 B1RI 31 H §R T Aqe o1 @nfey,” gu =
TS AiRre difsar uike o foran, o st gR1 fasiid forg S arel 9g-wasid fimga e
HUTTE T Ieai ot |

e Mr. Trump’s repeated remarks have triggered concerns among European powers as
Denmark is one of the founding members of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization.
U B IR-SR F1 7 RO 3 gRYda iTat % e Ridt Ga1 R & ¢ Fiie STEd SR
Jedifed WY WS & GRS Je&i § 9 U@ g

¢ Greenland’s location between North America and the Arctic makes it strategically placed
for early warning systems in the event of missile attacks, and for monitoring vessels in
the region.

I SAR®T 3R eMdhfed & diw Wad's &1 = 33 firarsa sval & fRufA & qd aarasit
wonferal 3ik & H SigTel #t AR & fore Yorifas w9 9 mgagul s 5|

e Theisland also has vast untapped resources. Greenland is estimated to have 36 million
tonnes of rare earths — an area which is currently dominated by China.

£ & ury faxma s Tt o §1 oA § 5 Miads o 36 fiferas a1 YR sraf § —

Ig &7 fheieTa 919 & g9 A B

Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guards,
the force behind the state crackdown

The Guards, known as ‘Pasdaran’ in Persian, were founded in 1979 by then Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini ‘to propagate the ideas of

the Islamic revolution; it is a powerful parallel military force with up to 200,000 personnel and an estimated annual budget of about $6 to $9 billion

Agence France Presse
PARIS

ran’s Islamic Revolu-
l tionary Guard Corps,

or IRGC, is the ideo-
logical arm of Tehran’s mil-
itary, answering to su-
preme leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, and stands ac-
cused by Western coun-
tries of orchestrating and
perpetrating the crack-
down on protesters.

Who are they?

The Guards, known as
“Pasdaran” in Persian,
were founded in 1979 by
then supreme leader Aya-
tollah Ruhollah Khomeini
“to propagate the ideas of
the Islamic revolution”,
said Clement Therme, a re-
searcher at the Interna-
tional Institute of Iranian
Studies.

“I's an army of
1,50,000 to 1,80,000 peo-
ple in service of an
ideology.”

A Western diplomat
who requested anonymity
to speak said its member-
ship was thought to be
around 2,00,000.

“It’s an armed force that
functions like an elite mili-
tary with terrestrial, mari-
time and aerospace capa-
bilities, while it is better
trained, better equipped

and better paid than the
regular military”, the di-
plomat said.

The IRGC also serves as
Tehran’s link to its regional
allies, such as Hezbollah in
Lebanon and pro-Iran mili-
tias in Iraq.

Its leadership is entirely
appointed by the supreme
leader.

Last June, Mr. Khamenei
named Mohammad Pak-
pour as its head to replace
Hossein Salami, killed on
the first day of the recent
war with Israel.

Mr. Pakpour is a veteran
of the 1980-88 Iran-Iraq
war.
“It’s an empire within
an empire,” said David
Khalfa, a researcher at the
France-based Jean-Jaures
Foundation.

The Guards control or
own companies across the
Iranian economy, includ-
ing major strategic sectors.

They exercise near-mo-
nopolistic control of infras-
tructure, energy, technolo-
gy, telecoms and finance,
Mr. Khalfa said.

How do they operate?
Their annual military bud-
get is estimated at around
$6 billion to $9 billion, or
40% of Iran’s official mili-
tary budget, according to
data collated by Mr. Khalfa.

“They effectively con-
trol the Iranian economy,”
he added.

The Guards have put in

Supporters participate in a solidarity rally calling for the British government to proscribe the Islamic

Revolutionary Guard Corps outside Downing Street, in London. REUTERS

place a vast intelligence
network that is “the most
extensive, the most effec-
tive in the Iranian regime,”
said Mr. Khalfa.

In the past, they have
proved capable of disman-
tling protest networks ra-
pidly, identifying leaders
within minutes.

To enforce their will, the
Guards rely on the Basij pa-
ramilitary, which is recruit-
ed mainly from young Ira-
nians and acts as an
ideological ~ organisation

embedded in all institu-
tions and levels of society.
There are thought to be
around 6,00,000 to
9,00,000 Basij members,
Mr. Khalfa said, pointing to
cross-referenced data from
several U.S. think tanks.

Their role in protests?

“They play a central role in
the repression because to-
day, more than ever, they
are a pillar of the regime, a
pillar of its continuity and
its survival, said Mr. Khalfa.

“They have a set politi-
cal and operational line re-
garding the protests which
is zero tolerance”, he
added.

At least 734 people have
been killed during the
protests, according to the
Norway-based NGO Iran
Human Rights, though it
has warned that the true
toll is likely much higher.

Experts believe that at
the start of the demonstra-
tions last month, the
Guards were likely staying

in the background and re-
lying on local security forc-
es and the Basij to handle
the demonstrators.

However, “since the be-
ginning, they have been
steering the repressive ap-
paratus,” said Mr. Khalfa.

With the protests defy-
ing that repression, the
Guards sent their ground
forces and their special un-
its in, he added.

Mr. Therme, the re-
searcher, said that the
Guards were operating in
civilian clothing as part of
efforts to deny their invol-
vement in human rights
violations.

Are they terrorists?
In 2019, the United States
designated the Guards a
terrorist organisation.

Australia designated it a
state sponsor of terrorism
in November, having
blamed it for two 2024 ar-
son attacks on its Jewish
community.

In Europe there have
been calls from officials
and members of the Euro-
pean Parliament for the
IRGC to be designated a
terrorist group to increase
pressure on Tehran.

A diplomatic source said
Germany, in particular,
would back listing the
guards’ Quds Force, its
elite overseas unit, which it
has linked to a 2021 attack
against a German syn-
agogue.

Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guards, the force behind the state crackdown
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The Guards, known as ‘Pasdaran’ in Persian, were founded in 1979 by then Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini ‘to propagate the ideas of the Islamic revolution’; it
is a powerful parallel military force with up to 2,00,000 personnel and an estimated annual
budget of about $6 to $9 billion

Ty, 58 BRI & “THeRTT He1 Offdl &, B RITTAT 1979 H dahrel- Guid dtex sramgeam
TEITATE WA gRT ‘SEANHSD Hifd & [TRI & Bar F fw o1 78 & g8 v fga=me
gnmmﬂww%,mﬁz,oo,ooowﬁ%aﬁ?aamﬁam%waﬂm%ﬁwaR‘q'

Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps, or IRGC, is the ideological arm of Tehran’s
military, answering to supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, and stands accused by
Western countries of orchestrating and perpetrating the crackdown on protesters.

M P SIS NGRS TS SR 71 TSRS, A8 B AT 1 dANS AT B,
S geftw et raTgeaT arell WAAS & Saees §, 3R Uiy 3N gR1 weRfAwiival w
BIATE B 3 3 BT 3R I V& 3

“It's an armed force that functions like an elite military with terrestrial, maritime and
aerospace capabilities, while it is better trained, better equipped and better paid than the
regular military”, the diplomat said.
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The IRGC also serves as Tehran’s link to its regional allies, such as Hezbollah in Lebanon
and pro-lran militias in Iraq.
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Its leadership is entirely appointed by the supreme leader.
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They exercise near-monopolistic control of infrastructure, energy, technology, telecoms
and finance, Mr. Khalfa said.
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The Guards have put in place a vast intelligence network that is “the most extensive, the
most effective in the Iranian regime,” said Mr. Khalfa.
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West Bank Bedouin community driven out by increasing Israeli settler violence

Agence France Presse
RAS ‘EIN AL ‘AUJA

With heavy hearts, Be-
douins in a West Bank vil-
lage dismantle their sheep
pens and load belongings
onto trucks, forced from
their homes in the Israeli-
occupied territory by ris-
ing settler violence.

While attacks by Israeli
settlers affect communities
across the West Bank, the
semi-nomadic  Bedouins
are among the territory’s
most vulnerable, saying
they suffer from forced dis-
placement due in large
part to a lack of law
enforcement.

“What is happening to-
day is the complete col-
lapse of the community as
aresult of the settlers’ con-
tinuous and repeated at-
tacks, day and night, for

the past two years,” Farhan
Jahaleen, a Bedouin in the
village of Ras Ein al-Auja,
said.

Since Israel took control
of the West Bank in 1967,
Israeli outposts have stea-
dily expanded, with more
than 5,00,000 settlers now
living in the territory,
whichis also home to three
million Palestinians.

A minority of settlers
engage in violence towards
the locals aimed at coerc-
ing them to leave, with the
UN recording an unprece-
dented 260 attacks in Oc-
tober last year.

The threat of displace-
ment has long hung over
Mr. Jahaleen’s community,
but the pressure has multi-
plied in recent months as
about half of the hamlet’s
130 families decided to
flee. Among them, 20 fami-

lies from the local Kaab-
neh clan left last week, Mr.
Jahaleen  said, while
around another 50 families
have been dismantling
their homes.

‘We can’t do anything’
The trailers of settlers dot
the landscape around the
village but are gradually
being replaced by houses
with permanent founda-
tions, some built just 100
metres (300 feet) from Be-
douin homes.

In May last year, settlers
diverted water from the vil-
lage’s most precious re-
source — the spring after
which it is named.

Nestled between rocky
hills to the west and the flat
Jordan Valley that climbs
up the Jordanian plateau to
the east, the spring had al-
lowed the community to

Garbage being burnt as Bedouin families gather their belongings to

leave their homes in Ras Ein al-Auja. AFP

remain self-sufficient.

But Bedouin families
have been driven away by
the constant need to stand
guard to avoid settlers cut-
ting the power supply and
irrigation pipes, or bring-
ing their herds to graze
near Bedouin houses.

“If you defend your

home, the [Israeli] police
or army will come and ar-
rest you. We can’t do
anything,” lamented Naif
Zayed, another local.

“Pastoral colonialism”
“There is no specific

place for people to go; peo-

ple are acting on their

own, to each their own.”

Most  Palestinian Be-
douins are herders, which
leaves them particularly
exposed to violence when
Israeli settlers bring their
own herds that compete
for grazing land in isolated
rural areas.

Itis a strategy that settle-
ment watchdog organisa-
tions have called “pastoral
colonialism”.

Israel’s military chief
Lieutenant General Eyal
Zamir said in November
that he wanted to put a
stop to the violence. This
month the army an-
nounced new monitoring
technology to enforce
movement restrictions on
both Israelis and Palesti-
nians, with Israeli media
reporting the move was
largely aimed at reining in
settler attacks.

Asked for comment, the
Israeli military said: “Inci-
dents in the Ras al-Ain are
well known. [Israeli mili-
tary] forces enter the area
in accordance with calls
and operational needs,
aiming to prevent friction
between populations and
to maintain order and se-
curity in the area.”

It said it had increased
its presence in the area
“due to the many recent
friction incidents”.

‘Bedouin way of life’
Naaman Ehrizat, another
herder from Ras Ein al-Au-
ja, said he had already
moved his sheep to the
southern West Bank city of
Hebron ahead of his
relocation.

But Mr. Jahaleen said
moving to other rural parts
of the territory risks expos-

ing the herders to yet more
displacement in the future.

He pointed to other fa-
milies pushed out of the
nearby village of Jiftlik,
who were again displaced
after moving to a village in
the Jordan Valley.

Slogans spray-painted in
Arabic have appeared
along major roads in the
West Bank in recent
months that read: “No fu-
ture in Palestine”.

For Mr. Jahaleen, whose
family has lived in Ras Ein
al-Auja since 1991, the mes-
sage sums up his feelings.

“The settlers completely
destroyed the Bedouin way
of life, obliterated the cul-
ture and identity, and used
every method to change
the Bedouin way of life in
general, with the complete
destruction of life,” he
said.
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West Bank Bedouin community driven out by increasing Israeli settler violence
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With heavy hearts, Bedouins in a West Bank village dismantle their sheep pens and load
belongings onto trucks, forced from their homes in the Israeli-occupied territory by rising
settler violence.
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While attacks by Israeli settlers affect communities across the West Bank, the semi-nomadic

Bedouins are among the territory’s most vulnerable, saying they suffer from forced
displacement due in large part to a lack of law enforcement.
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Since Israel took control of the West Bank in 1967, Israeli outposts have steadily expanded,
with more than 5,00,000 settlers now living in the territory, which is also home to three
million Palestinians.
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Nestled between rocky hills to the west and the flat Jordan Valley that climbs up the
Jordanian plateau to the east, the spring had allowed the community to remain self-sufficient.
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Most Palestinian Bedouins are herders, which leaves them particularly exposed to violence

when Israeli settlers bring their own herds that compete for grazing land in isolated rural
areas.
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It is a strategy that settlement watchdog organisations have called “pastoral colonialism”.
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India is getting rid of an outdated
dataset for measuring inflation

T he retail inflation figure for December

2025 is the final instalment of the current
series of the Consumer Price Index (CPI),
with a base year of 2012, before it is updated to a
new base year and with new weightages. The CPI
data this year have been particularly useful in
highlighting the problems with relying on a data-
set that has not been updated in more than a de-
cade. The inflation figure for December 2025
stood at 1.33%. The fact that it was a three-month
high is merely a statistical curiosity since it was
also the third lowest since the current series be-
gan. Overall, in the April-December 2025 period,
inflation has averaged 1.7%, substantially lower
than the 4.9% average in the same period of
2024. But it does not feel that way. Anecdotal evi-
dence and hard data show that the inflation that
people are really experiencing is far higher than
what the official data show. For example, the go-
vernment’s own first advance estimates for GDP
growth this year show that it expects private con-
sumption to grow slower than it did last year. If
inflation had indeed eased to the degree that the
official data suggest, surely consumption should
have picked up. According to its latest edition of
the Reserve Bank of India’s inflation expectations
survey from December, households perceived in-
flation to be 6.6% — a far cry from the official
1.33% — and felt that it would accelerate to 7.6% in
three months and to 8% in a year. The feeling
clearly is that not only are prices rising, but they
are rising at a faster rate. Failing to capture this is
where the official data let policymakers down.
The most basic issue with any inflation data is
that a single figure is expected to capture the va-
riety of price changes that take place across the
country. The national inflation number aggre-
gates price levels and movements from districts
in Kashmir to villages in Kerala and everywhere
in between, for both urban and rural. Naturally it
will lose nuances in the process. Further, while
this is the natural peril of computing national sta-
tistics for a diverse country such as India, the out-
dated nature of the CPI makes matters signifi-
cantly worse. The weightages of the various
sub-sectors in the index were based on consump-
tion patterns in 2012. People consume very difte-
rently now, especially because of various central
and State subsidies being offered. Thankfully, on
February 12, the government will release the Ja-
nuary inflation data based on the new series of
the CPI. This series will see the base year updated
to 2024, and will incorporate new weights based
on the Household Consumption Expenditure
Survey 2023-24. It is an update sorely needed.

both urban and rural areas.

Moving on
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e Retail inflation figure for December 2025 is the final
instalment of the current series of the Consumer Price Index
(CPI) with a base year of 2012, before it is updated to a new
base year and with new weightages.
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e Overall, in the April-December 2025 period, inflation has
averaged 1.7%, substantially lower than the 4.9% average in the
same period of 2024.
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. But it does not feel that way.
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e Anecdotal evidence and hard data show that the inflation that
people are really experiencing is far higher than what the official
data show. i
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e For example, the government’s own first advance estimates
for GDP growth this year show that it expects private
consumption to grow slower than it did last year.
IETERUT & foly, WBR & 39 a4 & GDP I & Ugal 3™
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¢ Ifinflation had indeed eased to the degree that the official
data suggest, surely consumption should have picked up.
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e According to the latest edition of the Reserve Bank of
India’s inflation expectations survey from December,
households perceived inflation to be 6.6%, a far cry from the
official 1.33%.
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e They also felt that it would accelerate to 7.6% in three
months and to 8% in a year.
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e The national inflation number aggregates price levels and
movements from districts in Kashmir to villages in Kerala, for
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o People consume very differently now, especially because of various central and State

subsidies being offered.
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o Thankfully, on February 12, the government will release the January inflation data based
on the new series of the CPI.
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e This series will see the base year updated to 2024.
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e |t will incorporate new weights based on the Household Consumption Expenditure Survey

2023-24.
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e |tis an update sorely needed. _
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1. | Scientists urged to rethink ‘smoking gun’ signals in topological physics
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Augmented Satellite Launch Vehicle

« It was ISRO’s intermediate launch vehicle programme
between SLV and PSLV.

* Operated mainly during the 1980s to early 1990s.

* Designed to place small satellites (up to about 150 kg)
into Low Earth Orbit.

* Helped ISRO gain critical experience in

— Multistage rocket design

— Strap-on boosters

— Guidance and control systems

Timeline

¢ First launch: 1987
* Last launch: 1994
* Total launches: 4

Although the ASLV had limited success, it played a crucial
developmental role in paving the way for the highly
successful PSLV programme.

Visual question:

Between the SLV and the PSLV
programmes, ISRO ran the Y programme
for seven years. Name Y (in its full form),
one of whose launches is shown here. ISRO
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Scientists urged to rethink ‘smoking
gun’ signals in topological physics

When scientists study materials at small scales. thi;
like the exotic phenomena scientists are searching for but are actually caused

S can get mess;

in ways

they may not anticij

te; these materials can produce signals that look

ordinary effects: a new review calls this the ‘smoking gun’ problem

Vasudevan Mukunth
CHENNAI

magine you're a detective looking

for proof of something

extraordinary. You find what looks

like the perfect clue, a smoking
gun that seems to prove your theory. But
what if that clue could be explained by
something more ordinary?

Many physicists around the world are
trying to create and identify special
materials with unusual electronic
properties called topological materials.
They could potentially revolutionise
quantum computing, but finding them
also requires a willingness to question
initial results that seem too good to be
true, even when millions of dollars or
great academic prestige are at stake.

There have already been many
high-profile cases in this area where
physicists have announced sensational
findings only to withdraw them later
after independent scientists spotted
mistakes or even fraud in their work.
Recently, physicist Ranga Dias was found
to have fabricated data to claim a
room-temperature superconductor.
Many parts of his work have since been
discredited.

These and other such incidents have
fanned a broader conversation in the
community about reproducibility, the
idea that scientists should be able to
repeat others’ experiments in the same
conditions and get the same results.

Messy materials

When scientists study materials at very
small scales, things can get messy in ways
they may not anticipate. These materials
can produce signals that look like the
exotic phenomena scientists are
searching for, the smoking gun, but are
actually caused by more ordinary effects.

The authors of a new review in Science
have called this the ‘smoking gun’
problem. Scientists predict what a
dramatic discovery should look like, then
go searching for that pattern. But at the
atomic scale, there are so many things
happening that they can accidentally find
patterns that match their expectations
even when the exotic physics they’'re
looking for isn’t actually there.

To understand how, the team
performed four experiments with
deceptively exciting signals. And based
on them they've called for researchers to
be honest about how they make certain
discoveries and to openly discuss
alternative explanations.

At the ‘nanoscopic’ scales at
which to ical effects play out,
materials are complicated and
different effects can create

apparently similar patterns

Indian Institute of Science professor of
condensed matter physics Vijay Shenoy
was direct, however. “What the authors
state as best practices are, in my opinion,
Just common sense,” he told The Hindu.
“Most folks working in the area know
these points.”

He also said “the race to be the first [to
claim an exciting finding] is the cause of
the tumult — and all this is fuelled by the
editors of the fancy journals.” Indeed, in
addition to the other stakes to which
researchers are sometimes exposed,
many of the more ‘prestigious’ journals
also have a history of expecting
sensational results in the studies they
publish.

Strengthening supercurrent

A superconductor is a material that

conducts electricity with zero resistance.
Normally, when you apply a magnetic

field to a superconductor, it weakens the

superconductivity. But in the team’s

experiment, the opp the
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Asuperconductor levitates above a magnet. In 2023, a South Korean team claimed to have found a material called copper-doped lead apatite, later dubbed

LK-99, that it said was a tor in ambient

called copper-doped lead apatite, later
dubbed LK-99, that was a
superconductor in ambient conditions —
an entity famously called the holy grail of
materials science.

But when independent researchers
synthesised the material and broadened
the checks, they couldn’t find definitive
evidence of zero electrical resistance in
ambient conditions. Subsequently,
multiple researchers argued that what
looked like evidence of
superconductivity in LK-99 could arise
from impurities introduced when it was
synthesised in the lab.

Undulating plateau

Second, the team looked for Majorana
particles, quantum particles that are
their own antiparticles (if that sounds
weird, it is). These particles would show
up as peaks on a graph in their
measurements. But they found
something even better: a plateau, where
the signal stayed constant over a range of
conditions. This was exciting because
fleeting peaks could be caused by
ordinary effects whereas a stable plateau
suggested a persistent underlying
phenomenon.

When they checked other settings in
the same device or measured at different
times, they found plateaus at different
heights: some higher than expected,
some lower. This showed they could
‘tune’ their device to produce whatever
plateau height they wanted

This is because the plateaus were
actually caused by unintended quantum
dots, small regions where electrons get
trapped, in their device — not Majorana
particles.

There’s a real-world here as

Q What the authors state as
best practices are, in my
opinion, just common sense. Most folks

working in the area know these
points... the race to be the first [to claim
an exciting finding] is the cause of the
tumult — and all this is fuelled by the
editors of the fancy journals

VIJAY SHENOY

Professor of condensed matter physics,
Indian Institute of Science

flowed through the device, and saw a flat
plateau where the signal stayed almost
constant over a range of settings. Many
people thought it might be a sign of an
exotic kind of quantum behaviour linked
to Majorana particles.

But later work revealed that in devices
of this kind, a plateau can sometimes
emerge from the way the metal contacts
touch the material, among other factors.
And these effects could ‘trap’ the
readings into a flat value for a while even
if no Majorana particles are involved.

Staircase illusion
‘When studying how certain electric
circuits behave when struck by radio
‘waves, scientists expect to see a staircase
pattern called Shapiro steps: the current
increases in steps when the voltage is
changed, not continuously For the exotic
fractional Josephson effect associated
with Majorana particles, every other step
should disappear, i.e. you'd only see
steps 2, 4, 6, but not 1, 3, 5. And that’s
exactly what they observed.

But at different settings and
frequencies, the pattern changed.
i even-numbered steps

well. In 2017, a research team from the
University of California, Los Angeles,
reported an exciting result while
studying a material that could carry
electricity only along its edges in an
unusual way. They connected this
material to a superconductor and

happ
supercurrent got stronger as the
researchers increased the strength of the
magnetic field. This seemed like evidence
of an exotic type of superconducti
that physicists call triplet pairing, which
is connected to topological materials.

In the first experiment, the team
studied small connections made of
special materials.

‘When they looked at different voltage
settings, the researchers found this
behaviour only happened in a specific,
narrow regime. Most of the time, the
magnetic field reduced the supercurrent,
as expected. The strange increase turned
out to be caused by mundane features in
the connections between the
superconductor and the detector, not
exotic physics.

The LK-99 story from 2023 provides a
real-world example. A South Korean
team claimed to have found a material

d how easily electric current

disappeared. Sometimes extra steps
appeared. The team realised that the
device wasn’t in the right conditions for
topological effects anyway. Among
others, it needed a strong magnetic field,
which wasn’t applied.

The missing steps were probably
caused by other effects in the circuit, like
heating or electrical noise, not exotic
physics. It's like looking at a staircase in
dim lighting where every other step is in
shadow: it might look like those steps are
missing, but they’re hidden by ordinary
circumstances.

Fractional charges
The researchers studied a
quantum dot, a small artificial

An approximately 1-mm diameter
sample of lutetium hydride is pictured
though a microscope in the lab of Ranga
Dias, December 15, 2022. Mr. Dias said he used
the material in a high pressure diamond anvil cell
in his goal to create novel quantum materials such
as with a eritical at
OF Near room temperature. J. ADAM
FENSTER/UNIVERSITY OF ROCHESTER

— an entity famously called the holy grail of materials science. HENRY MUHLPFORDT (CC BY-5A)

atom (its inventors won the 2023 Nobel
Prize for chemistry). As they varied the
voltage, they expected to see a regular
pattern as electrons were added one by
ane. Instead, they saw the pattern shift
by fractions, especially by about 1/3. This
could mean particles with fractional
charges, like 1/3rd of an electron’s
charge, were being added to the dot.
Fractional charges could be evidence of
anyons.

Fractional charges should only appear
in very specific conditions, specifically in
something called the fractional quantum
Hall effect, which requires strong
magnetic fields. But the researchers
observed their readings with no magnetic
field.

The real explanation turned out to be
simpler: there were (undesirable) regions
nearby that could trap electrons. When
an electron jumped into one of these
nearby traps, it changed the electrical
environment of the main quantum dot
by just the right amount to make it look
like a fractional charge had been added.

In all four cases, the initial data looked
promising. But when the researchers
measured over wider ranges of
conditions, collected more data over
more time, studied multiple samples
instead of just one, and actively looked
for alternative explanations, they found
the exciting signals probably weren’t
evidence of the exotic physics they were
hoping for.

Share all data

The new review isn’t saying these
discoveries are impossible or that the
researchers were doing bad science but
that at the ‘nanoscopic’ scales at which
topological effects play out, materials are
complicated and many different effects
can create apparently similar patterns.

To navigate this landscape, the team
recommended some changes to the way
researchers research. The first was for
them to share all their data rather than
just the ‘exciting’ parts. For instance, if
they collect data from 10 devices over six
months, they're better off sharing all of
it, not just the one device that looked
most promising.

Second, the team recommended
researchers should look for data to
confirm their hypothesis as well as
search for conditions in which the effect
should disappear or change, and confirm
that it actually does. Further, scientists
should also openly discuss alternative
explanations in their papers.

Finally, the team said researchers
should be transparent about how much
they had to fine-tune their setup until the
effect they were looking for appeared. If
they had to adjust five different settings
to very precise values to see the effect,
that could mean they've accidentally
found a quirk of their specific device
rather than a fundamental physical
phenomenon.
(mukunth.v@thehindu.co.in)
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Scientists urged to rethink ‘smoking gun’ signals in topological physics
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A superconductor is a material that conducts electricity with zero resistance.

TS GuRH ST T4 It Bt 8 St X uferty & 9ry faorelt vanfed &t §1

Normally, when you apply a magnetic field to a superconductor, it weakens the
superconductivity.
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A South Korean team claimed to have found a material called copper-doped lead apatite,
later dubbed LK-99, that was a superconductor in ambient conditions, an entity famously
called the holy grail of materials science.
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But when independent researchers synthesised the material and broadened the checks, they
couldn’t find definitive evidence of zero electrical resistance in ambient conditions.
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Subsequently, multiple researchers argued that what looked like evidence of
superconductivity in LK-99 could arise from impurities introduced when it was synthesised in
the lab.
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Second, the team looked for Majorana particles, quantum particles that are their own
antiparticles.

ga%%%awﬁeﬁn?fﬁwhwmﬁmﬁ S U HicH S Bl § o WY a1 30 uiidepd
|

This is because the plateaus were actually caused by unintended quantum dots, small
regions where electrons get trapped, in their device, not Majorana particles.

U1 g9fe wmﬁmwﬁmmﬁaﬁmﬁmméwﬂ EH
sﬁafﬁuv—awﬁ% T {5 TSR SO & HRUT|

The researchers studied a quantum dot, a small artificial atom, its inventors won the 2023
Nobel Prize for chemistry.

MewHatdl § Uh BicH STe ST 3eqg foba, ot T Blel HHH TRATY 81T 8, 3R e
HISHRDI B 2023 BT IV faFH Aidd REBR |
Fractional charges could be evidence of anyons.

3{ifR1ep Mz ST BT UHT 81 Ghd

Fractional charges should only appear in very specific conditions, specifically in something
called the fractional quantum Hall effect, which requires strong magnetic fields.

31ifR1ep 3R o sga faxy uRkfRufadl & g fa@ms < a1fe, foRiy wu ¥ thamia ®ieH gia
wuTa &, frres o1y Aoy gaaia & TR dlar 81

The real explanation turned out to be simpler, there were undesirable regions nearby that
could trap electrons.

IRATAS HRUT SATGT TR e, I H T Sfaifesd & 3 S gaaer-i &f e 9ahd 31
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o If they had to adjust five different settings to very precise values to see the effect, that could
mean they’ve accidentally found a quirk of their specific device rather than a fundamental
physical phenomenon.

g I8 YT <G+ & T T SIET-SaT AfeT &1 §gd Tcidh AF IR JHTAIT ST U,

I SYB] A T8 81 Jobdl & fob Iai+ fopdt Tiferes Wifdes TeT 1 Sog 3= IRy IuhRur &)
P ARV € BT ot g

What is futuristic marine and
space biotechnology?

How can India position itself as a leader in biomanufacturing?

Shambhavi Naik

The story so far:

uturistic space and marine
biotechnology research focuses
on using underexplored

environments, such as the deep
oceans and outer space, to develop new
biological knowledge, materials, and
manufacturing processes. Marine
biotechnology involves studying
microorganisms, algae, and other marine
life to discover bioactive compounds,
enzymes, biomaterials, food ingredients,
and biostimulants. These organisms have
evolved to survive high pressure, salinity,
low light, and nutrient-poor conditions.
Space biotechnology, meanwhile, studies
how microbes, plants, and human
biological systems behave under
microgravity and radiation.

Why does India need them?
India’s long coastline of over 11,000 km

and a vast Exclusive Economic Zone of
over 2 million sq. km give it access to rich
marine biodiversity and biomass. Yet its
share of global marine outputs remains
low, indicating significant untapped
potential. Investing in marine
biomanufacturing can unlock new
sources of food, energy, chemicals, and
biomaterials, while reducing pressure on
land, freshwater, and agricultural
systems. Similarly, space biotechnology is
critical for India’s long-term ambitions in
space exploration, enabling safe food
production, human health management,
and biological manufacturing in extreme
environments. Together, futuristic marine
and space biotechnology can position
India as a leader in biomanufacturing.

‘Where does India stand today?
India’s domestic production of marine
biomass such as seaweed remains
modest, with an annual cultivated output
of around 70,000 tonnes. As a result,

India continues to import
seaweed-derived components such as
agar, carrageenan, and alginates for use in
food, pharmaceuticals, cosmetics, and
medical applications. Targeted initiatives
under the Blue Economy agenda, the
Deep Ocean Mission, and, more recently,
the BioE3 are pushing the sector toward
integrated marine biomanufacturing,
linking cultivation, extraction, and
downstream applications. A small
number of private players, such as Sea6
Energy and ClimaCrew, along with
ICAR-Central Marine Fisheries Research
Institute and state-led initiatives such as
the Vibrant Gujarat Regional Conference,
are exploring pathways to scale marine
biomass into high-value ingredients, and
bio-based products. In space
biotechnology, ISRO’s microgravity
biology programme is conducting
experiments on microbes, algae, and
biological systems to study food
production, life-support regeneration,

What is futuristic marine and space biotechnology?

yfaegard} Tt v siafver Savreaifiat

T 82

and human health in space. However,
private-sector participation is limited as
these technologies are still nascent.

What are other countries doing?

The European Union funds large-scale
programmes on marine bioprospecting,
algae-based biomaterials, and bioactive
compounds, supported by shared
research infrastructure such as the
European Marine Biological Resource
Centre. China has rapidly expanded
seaweed aquaculture and marine
bioprocessing. In space biotechnology,
the U.S. leads through NASA and the
International Space Station, where
research on microbial behaviour, protein
crystallisation, stem cells, and closed-loop
life-support systems informs drug
discovery, regenerative medicine, and
long-duration human missions.

‘What next?
Marine and space biotechnology remain
relatively unexplored frontiers, where
early movers are likely to gain lasting
strategic and technological advantages.
The primary risk lies in slow and
fragmented progress in research and
development. A dedicated roadmap that
defines timelines and outcomes for
marine and space biotechnology would
help channel resources more effectively.
Shambhavi Naik is chairperson,
Takshashila Institution’s Health & Life
Sciences Policy.

THE GIST

L 4

Futuristic space and marine
biotechnology research focuse
on using underexplored
environments, such as the
deep oceans and outer space,
to develop new biological
knowledge, materials, and
manufacturing processes.

L 4

In space biotechnology, ISRO’s
microgravity biology
programme is conducting
experiments on microbes,
algae, and biological systems
to study food production,
life-support regeneration, and
human health in space.

A 4

Marine and space
biotechnology remain
relatively unexplored frontiers,
where early movers are likely
to gain lasting strategic and
technological advantages.

e Futuristic space and marine biotechnology research focuses on using underexplored
environments, such as the deep oceans and outer space, to develop new biological
knowledge, materials, and manufacturing processes.

yfyerard siafver siv Ts Sa-menfiet

ST X ARTITRY 3R aTeT 3idlef o -

3 afkast &1 ITAT B T3 Wifde wHeRT, Gl eiv fAafor ufseard foelg s )

Ffea gl

e Marine biotechnology involves studying microorganisms, algae, and other marine life to
discover bioactive compounds, enzymes, biomaterials, food ingredients, and
biostimulants.

ﬂgﬂﬁaﬁ@ﬁaﬁﬁﬁ&uﬁa’r Rara 3R 3 Tt Shiaf &1 sreqg faar o § arfd Sa-
fera O, Tomgw, sraAdRaa,

e These organisms have evolved to survive high pressure, salinity, low light, and nutrient-
poor conditions.
g9 ofial 3 3= a4, ife aqurar, FH A= R Nuw-aal o1 HH oRft uRfufaat &
Sfifad ¥g= & forg fawr fasan B

e Space biotechnology, meanwhile, studies how microbes, plants, and human biological
systems behave under microgravity and radiation.

2t o, siafver Sa-wenfret g sremeH SR § % geueia, MY 37w s yonferat
JeH Teardyur 3R fafeor & o8 FagR &t §1

Why does India need them?

YR B 5B ATaRgHdT F 82

Qe 3qgd 3R TR AeH WSl o 9 |
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India’s long coastline of over 11,000 km and a vast Exclusive Economic Zone of over 2
million sq. km give it access to rich marine biodiversity and biomass.

YRA 1 11,000 f6H F orftrep wieft T ok 20 @ & feft @ aiftres & fdy anfifes
& U TS s Aa-fafaear ik IR 9% Ugd e  dRd B

Yet its share of global marine outputs remains low, indicating significant untapped
potential.

%ﬂ%ﬁfﬁwmmﬁwﬁ%@aﬁw%ﬁﬁa@mﬁmﬁaﬁmm
|

Investing in marine biomanufacturing can unlock new sources of food, energy, chemicals,
and biomaterials, while reducing pressure on land, freshwater, and agricultural systems.

T T 9w ¥ WieH, Suf, T iR SraAdRad & 9U Od gd 96 §
3R yfty, f3 urit 7 F yonferat w ga19 &1 g IFar g

Similarly, space biotechnology is critical for India’s long-term ambitions in space
exploration, enabling safe food production, human health management, and biological
manufacturing in extreme environments.

i e, Srafver Sa-Menfet URd ot safver sravur o1 dfwife Tgarsienst & forg
%ﬁg%%ﬁwu&@mﬁw&mmm,wwwﬂqaﬁ?ﬁﬁmﬁﬁmﬁ
g |

India’s domestic production of marine biomass such as seaweed remains modest, with an
annual cultivated output of around 70,000 tonnes.

gﬂaﬂsé@rﬂaﬂamwm Wﬁmwwﬁa% et a1ffes et AT 70,000 T
|

As a result, India continues to import seaweed-derived components such as agar,
carrageenan, and alginates for use in food, pharmaceuticals, cosmetics, and medical
applications.

TSI, YR TR, B¥ei=+ 3R Ty o Widis-ogeas ged! &1 31ard $HaT 381 6,
foreT Ui @Te, situfty, Higd e ofk fafeem & g &

Targeted initiatives under the Blue Economy agenda, the Deep Ocean Mission, and, more
recently, the BioE3 are pushing the sector toward integrated marine biomanufacturing,
linking cultivation, extraction, and downstream applications.

= ST ToreT, AU SN AR 3R 81 & BioE3 & ded didid Ued 59 85 Pyt
T SRAGHEENT ST 3R A 36 &, S e, FApor ok STSRET SIuaRn &1
et g

A small number of private players, such as Sea6 Energy and ClimaCrew, along with ICAR-
Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute and state-led initiatives such as the Vibrant
Gujarat Regional Conference, are exploring pathways to scale marine biomass into high-
value ingredients and bio-based products.

$3 st Hufal S Sea6 Energy 3R ClimaCrew, I & ICAR-$ ST ! A AU
qTdl 3R S-STUTRT TGl § Saa & I T 35 6

In space biotechnology, ISRO’s microgravity biology programme is conducting
experiments on microbes, algae, and biological systems to study food production, life-
support regeneratlon and human health in space.

Siafve Sa-MAE 7, 38R BT ATEH A araraTen SrdwH geasal, Yot 3R s
yomferal TR YA R 38T § I Siafer § Wrer IaureH, shtaq-aud g=ei=+ ik Ara
TRRA H1 LT a1 o 9 |

The European Union funds large-scale programmes on marine bioprospecting, algae-
based biomaterials, and bioactive compounds, supported by shared research
infrastructure such as the European Marine Biological Resource Centre.

WY g It IRuTAfaeTT, Aara-refyd sraadiiad R Ja-afea aife s
T &1 derTa o) frauift & 8, R gRdTa st ST aTee S5 o T1g Srg Y
AT HT I fArerar |
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Marine and space biotechnology remain relatively unexplored frontiers, where early movers
are likely to gain lasting strategic and technological advantages.

T TR Sfafer Sa-Tenfet 3t 1t 3rienpd HH-3ART &3 €, Sl Yoand! usd B ardl
! Sidw1fers Yoo oiR aw-ie! ary fid 9ad g

The primary risk lies in slow and fragmented progress in research and development.

T SR ST 3R faery & il ok faedt g€ waifa & FARRa B

A dedicated roadmap that defines timelines and outcomes for marine and space
biotechnology would help channel resources more effectively.

Tt 3R siafes Sa-wienfiet & foe waffa A, st wwg-war eiv ufvome ag &,
T 1 31 wUT & I fa=m ¢ o Iag S
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Vulture Safe Zones will be created in Tamil Nadu, State govt. tells
Madras HC

affrenTg | R QRIS &5 99T 91, 359 IRGR A "8 S iy
CAKGIRI

Over 77% of Rajasthan’s illegal mining FIRs filed in Aravalli districts
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Vulture Safe Zones will
be created in Tamil Nadu,
State govt. tells Madras HC

Mohamed Imranullah S.
~ CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu Forest De-
partment has informed the
Madras High Court of hav-
ing begun the process of
establishing Vulture Safe
Zones (VSZs) in the State in
order to create a safe envi-
ronment for the species
that is free from threats, es-
pecially the use of toxic ve-
terinary non-steroidal and
anti-inflammatory  drugs
(NSAIDs), like diclofenac,
used to treat cattle, which
have been a major cause of
vulture mortality.

In a status report placed
before the first Division
Bench of Chief Justice Ma-
nindra Mohan Shrivastava
and Justice G. Arul Muru-
gan, Principal Chief Con-
servator of Forests-cum-
Chief Wildlife Warden Ra-
kesh Kumar Dogra said,
the first of the VSZs would
be established around
Moyar River Valley in the
Nilgiris Biosphere Reserve
as per the ‘Vision Docu-
ment for Vulture Conserva-
tion in Tamil Nadu
2025-30°.

The status report was
filed in response to a pu-

The first of the Vulture Safe Zones will be established around Moyar
River Valley in the Nilgiris Biosphere Reserve. FILE PHOTO

blic interest litigation peti-
tion filed by Vandalur-
based K. Surya Kumar,
through his counsel S.P.
Chockalingam, to save the
carrion-eating  vultures,
which were facing mass
deaths and near-extinc-
tion, primarily due to the
presence of NSAIDS in the
carcass they feed upon.
Mr. Dogra said strict vi-
gil would be kept to pre-
vent the use of the banned
NSAIDS by veterinarians to
treat cattle. He said a field-
level monitoring commit-
tee, chaired by the Field Di-
rector of Mudumalai Tiger
Reserve (MTR), had alrea-
dy been constituted for es-
tablishing the VSZs. It
would comprise the dis-
trict forest officers of the

Nilgiris, Gudalur, Coimba-
tore, and Erode, besides
the deputy directors of
MTR in Masinagudi and
Udhagamandalam as well
as the deputy directors of
Anamalai and Sathyaman-
galam Tiger Reserves.

The committee will also
consist of a representative
from Advanced Institute
for Wildlife Conservation
in Vandalur. “Instructions
have been issued to the
above committee to take
action and to create and
submit a map, duly mark-
ing the vulture nesting and
habitat usage sites and for
monitoring carcass hot-
spots, which meet our con-
ditions for declaring an
area as a Vulture Safe
Zone,” Mr. Dogra said.

Vulture Safe Zones will be created in Tamil Nadu, State govt. tells Madras HC

dftreTg # R YRS &1 99TT SER), 30 PR A 7519 3= ATy $i
Saran

e The Tamil Nadu Forest Department has informed the Madras High Court of having begun
the process of establishing Vulture Safe Zones (VSZs) in the State in order to create a safe
environment for the species that is free from threats, especially the use of toxic veterinary
non-steroidal and anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs), like diclofenac, used to treat cattle,
which have been a major cause of vulture mortali

t
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e He said a field-level monitoring committee, chaired by the Field Director of Mudumalai
Tiger Reserve (MTR), had already been constituted for establishing the VSZs.

I8 Fel fob VSzs B RITTT & forg

HGHTE TR
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el § U aF-wadig R afiifa uga & s &t s gt 71

Over 77% of Rajasthanss illegal mining FIRs filed in Aravalli districts

Recent proposed changes threaten to aggravate the situation by removing protections

| DATA POINT |

Devyanshi Bihani

he districts in Rajasthan,
T which host roughly 70% of

the entire Aravalli range,
are suffering from a disproportion-
ately high volume of illegal mining,
data show. While these Aravalli
districts account for less than 45%
of the State’s mining leases and
contribute only 40% of its total
mineral output, their share of ille-
gal mining cases exceeds 56%. The
Aravalli districts also account for
more than 77% of all First Informa-
tion Reports (FIRs) lodged for ille-
gal mining in the State.

Clearly, the Aravalli landscape is
the epicentre of Rajasthan’s min-
ing crisis. Recent proposed chang-
es to the legal definition of what
constitutes an ‘Aravalli hill’ threa-
ten to further aggravate this situa-
tion by potentially removing pro-
tections against mining from vast
stretches of the range. Ironically,
the changes proposed were actual-
ly initiated as a measure to curb il-
legal mining in the first place.

Legal tussle

The Aravalli hills, among the ol-
dest mountain systems in the
world, have become the focus of
an ongoing legal and policy dis-
pute over their definition and the
rules governing mining activity.
While examining issues related to
mining in the region, the Supreme
Court observed in May 2024 that
the lack of a consistent definition
of the Aravalli hills and ranges
across States has been a key factor
enabling illegal mining.

Since 2010, expert agencies,
such as the Forest Survey of India
(FSI), have identified the Aravalli
hills based on a set of physical pa-
rameters, including a slope greater
than three degrees, a 100-metre
foothill buffer, an inter-hill dis-
tance or valley width of 500
metres, and an area enclosed by
such hills from all sides.

To address the lack of uniformi-

ty in how the range is defined, the
Court set up a committee led by
the Union Environment Secretary,
bringing together officials from the
FSl, State Forest Departments, the
Geological Survey of India, and the
Central Empowered Committee.
The panel was mandated to evolve
a scientifically robust definition of
the Aravallis that could be applied
across the country.

The technical committee (com-
prising officials from scientific
agencies and not the Environment
Ministry) in 2024 suggested that
any landform with a slope of at
least 4.57 degrees and a height of
at least 30 metres be identified as
an Aravalli hill. The Environment
Ministry, however, advanced a dif-
ferent approach, suggesting that
only landforms in Aravalli districts
rising at least 100 metres above the
local relief be classified as Aravalli
hills, and that hills within 500
metres of each other be treated
collectively as part of the Aravalli
range. This approach eventually
reflected in the Supreme Court’s
November 2025 order.

Experts including the FSI,
which was part of the committee,
raised red flags saying this may ex-
clude most of the hills, leaving
them potentially open to mining.
The amicus curiae, K. Parames-
war, also objected to this conclu-
sion, stating that it was too narrow
and could open hills below 100
metres to mining, thereby com-
promising the continuity and inte-
grity of the Aravalli system.

With protests intensifying
across the State, the Court subse-
quently kept the judgment in
abeyance, ordering that the stay
would remain until the matter
reached finality. In the interim, the
Union government imposed a
freeze on granting new mining
leases in the Aravalli landscape.

Impact on Rajasthan

Reclassification carries significant
implications for mining regulation.
If a landform is no longer classified
as part of the Aravallis, it falls out-
side the specific mining controls

and moratorium linked to the Ara-
valli framework.

The stakes are particularly high
in Rajasthan. Of the roughly 800-
km-long Aravalli range, around
560 km lie within Rajasthan. The
range passes through 37 districts
(Map 1) of which 20 are in Rajas-
than. Moreover, Rajasthan hosts 16
of the 22 wildlife sanctuaries locat-
ed in the Aravalli landscape, in-
cluding three tiger reserves (Ran-
thambore, Sariska, Mukundra).

In 202122, States across India
reported 90,173 illegal mining cas-
es. Rajasthan accounted for more
than 10% of these cases (Chart 2),
placing it among the States with
the highest number of reported in-
cidents nationally. More impor-
tantly, within the State, the burden
of these violations falls heavily on
one specific geographic region.

Between 2020 and 2023, Rajas-
than recorded 28,166 illegal min-
ing cases, of which 15,772 (or 56%)
were registered in Aravalli dis-
tricts, even though these districts
account for less than 45% of the
State’s mining leases issued in the
same period. Policing data show
that of the 2,671 FIRs related to ille-
gal mining lodged during this pe-
riod, 2,070 (nearly 77.5%), origi-
nated from Aravalli districts
between 2020 and 2023 (Chart 3).

Moreover, between 2015 and
2022, Aravalli districts produced
918.8 million tonnes of minerals,
accounting for only 40.6% of Ra-
jasthan’s total output of 2.26 bil-
lion tonnes. Together, these fi-
gures reveal a stark reality: the
Aravallis contribute a smaller por-
tion of the State’s legal mineral
wealth, but they bear a vastly dis-
proportionate share of its mining-
related lawlessness.

Beyond questions of legal classi-
fication, the Aravallis are ecologi-
cally vital. They slow the spread of
sand and dust from the Thar Des-
ert towards eastern Rajasthan, Ha-
ryana, and western Uttar Pradesh.
They support groundwater re-
charge in an arid region, stabilise
the local climate, and function as
an important wildlife corridor.

The data for the charts were sourced fram Lok Sabha replies: the Department
ef Mines and Geology, Government of Rajasthan; the Union Hinistry of Mines
and the Environment Ministry's affidavit in the Ar.

i case, submitted to the
Supreme Court & - - e

A

At stake: The Aravalli hills seen from the Sun Temple at Galta Ji in Jaipuron
January 3,2026.PTI

MAP 1: Aravalli
districts marked
across Rajast-

I Gujarat Il Rajasthan
Il Haryana Il Delhi

Jaipur

han, Haryana Ofthe roughly 800-km-
S ’ long Aravalli range
Gujarat and spanning Gujarat,
Delhi, showing Rajasthan, Haryana and
the range'’s Tonk Delhi, around 560 km lie
larger spread in within Rajasthan. The
Rajasthan range passes through 37

districts of which 20 are
in Rajasthan. Moreover,
Rajosthan alone hosts
16 of the 22 wildlife
sanctuaries located in
the Aravalli landscape

— Bhilwara

CHART 2: Number of illegal mining-related cases reported by States in 2021-22
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CHART 3: Number of FIRs and illegal mining cases filed in Aravalli districts in
Rajasthan compared with other districts in the State between 2020 and 2023
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Over 77% of Rajasthan’s illegal mining FIRs filed in Aravalli districts

ISR H

Y T A S 77% A 3P THIAEIAR RTaet forent # aof

¢ While examining issues related to mining in the region, the Supreme Court observed in May
2024 that the lack of a consistent definition of the Aravalli hills and ranges across States
has been a key factor enabling illegal mining.
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Since 2010, expert agencies, such as the Forest Survey of India (FSI), have identified the
Aravalli hills based on a set of physical parameters, including a slope greater than three
degrees, a 100-metre foothill buffer, an inter-hill distance or valley width of 500 metres,
and an area enclosed by such hills from all sides.

2010 ¥, BT T TP 134T (FSI) S faivg TRt sRiach Ueifsal @t ugaH oo Wifas
HESI & YR W Pl el 5, [0 i & A 8iftre &, 100 Hiex &1 aaget 9wy, 500
Hex Ft gifsal & diw gt a1 ardt @} Mets, iR IRY 3R A vgIfsat A Ry & =nfra 81
To address the lack of uniformity in how the range is defined, the Court set up a committee
led by the Union Environment Secretary, bringing together officials from the FSI, State
Forest Departments, the Geological Survey of India, and the Central Empowered
Committee.

T4d $al & URUTST H Th<=udl &1 BT g DR & [O18 A1Tad - Batd YgiaRor dfa o
Sfemerar o ueh wifa nfda &, ford Fsi, 35w 949 faumT, yrda yawfHe wdeon, sk
Fefta qrad A & SR e 3

The panel was mandated to evolve a scientifically robust definition of the Aravallis that
could be applied across the country.

Y U7 &1 R I H AN B o Yh+ aTell AP FU A Jeg TR fawmRid H7 &1 aid
fear T

The technical committee (comprising officials from scientific agencies and not the
Environment Ministry) in 2024 suggested that any landform with a slope of at least 4.57
degrees and a height of at least 30 metres be identified as an Aravalli hill.

2024 ¥ - qep-ite! Iftfa (e aafee weifRma & sitert 9, 71 f gafavor darem &) 3
gaa far i &40 &4 4.57 &3t Ft e1a 3R $9 T o0 30 Hex # Fa1s T &1 ot Y-
ATPHfAP U RIS UgTST T A4

The Environment Ministry, however, advanced a different approach, suggesting that only
landforms in Aravalli districts rising at least 100 metres above the local relief be classified
as Aravalli hills, and that hills within 500 metres of each other be treated collectively as part
of the Aravalli range.

BT TGTaRT HATAT = Uah ST €D 101 X, ford ggia fean w1 fos aat sRraet foret &
q Y- 3fTepfam, Gﬁan:ﬂnmﬁmﬁwwoﬁawa SRTT! UgTEar Tt o, 3R
500 Hiex o iR fRUd UgIfSyl &1 YHfed FU Y SRTTe! §@aT o1 fgear {1 ey |

This approach eventually reflected in the Supreme Court’s November 2025 order.

g ERDI0 Sidd: G HIE & Tda 2025 & AT T GRATEd gaf|

Experts including the FSI, which was part of the committee, raised red flags saying this
may exclude most of the hills, leaving them potentially open to mining.

FsI Tfed fa=s 3, o wftifa & 3w 2, ¥s v 331 gU Hel fob 399 Sifewier ugifear ameR
B Tt 8, o 3 WA & forg Juifad 0 § gait 38 S|

The amicus curiae, K. Parameswar, also objected to this conclusion, stating that it was too
narrow and could open hills below 100 metres to mining, thereby compromising the
continuity and integrity of the Aravalli system.

TR w 78, F. AR, 7 off 59 ey W smufty S/arg iR el {5 g8 9gd Adivl § aul 39
100 Tex ¥ T F vgIfeal @ & oy Ga Taveht 8, o sRTaeht yorreft &t fAReavar ok
Sr&gsdr yHifad gt

Of the roughly 800-km-long Aravalli range, around 560 km lie within Rajasthan.

TTHT 800 farHt et eRTaeht gaar & § FHd 560 frit fFwam o= & Ry

The range passes through 37 districts (Map 1) of which 20 are in Rajasthan.

Ig sjxaa 37 foral (@l 1) @ g1 ToRd! €, o H ¥ 20 IS H

Moreover, Rajasthan hosts 16 of the 22 wildlife sanctuaries located in the Aravalli
landscape, including three tiger reserves (Ranthambore, Sariska, Mukundra).

3P 3T, SRITa &7 § fRUT 22 a=ueitg JHIRYE! & F 16 IoH H §, S7d 9 egiR
frord RurdiR, |t g i B

In 2021-22, States across India reported 90,173 illegal mining cases.

2021-22 T, Q¥ YR & 4! 4 90,173 S(dY T ATHA &1 R DI |
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Rajasthan accounted for more than 10% of these cases (Chart 2), placing it among the
States with the highest number of reported incidents nationally.

T ¥ 10% | 3t A ISR & & (@1 2), o g < § qad 34f¥s gearsit ara
A1 H i gl

They slow the spread of sand and dust from the Thar Desert towards eastern Rajasthan,
Haryana, and western Uttar Pradesh.

I YR THRIA I ¥d 3R Y & Harg o1 gdf o1, gharon i ufdeh IR uewr o1 iR
e ¥ i et

They support groundwater recharge in an arid region, stabilise the local climate, and
function as an important wildlife corridor.

3 &7 § YoTd AR &1 TeRT St €, I Faarg &1 fRR Rt € 3R T qgayuf
TS TR & =0 & S B g

GS Paper lll: DM,

TOPICS COVERED | 15 January 2026

1.

‘Losses due to disasters drop in 2025, picture still alarming’

2025 ¥ 3uer3il | g aran JHu uel, afed fRufa s Wt Riase’
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‘Losses due to
disasters drop
in 2025, picture

still alarming’
T

atural disaster losses worldwide
N dropped sharply to $224 billion in

2025, reinsurer Munich Re said on
Tuesday, but warned of a still “alarming”
picture of extreme weather events likely
driven by climate change.

The figure was down nearly 40% from
a year earlier, in part because no
hurricane struck the U.S. mainland for the
first time in several years.

Nevertheless, “the big picture was
alarming with regard to floods, severe...
storms and wildfires in 2025", said
Munich Re, a Germany-based provider of
insurance for the insurance industry.

The costliest disaster of 2025 came in
the form of Los Angeles wildfires in
January, with total losses of $53 billion
and insured losses of around $40 billion,
Munich Re said in its annual disaster
report. It was followed by the devastating
earthquake that hit Myanmar in March,
which is estimated to have caused $12
billion in losses, only a small share of
which was insured.

It was striking how many extreme
events were likely influenced by climate
change in 2025 and it was just chance that
the world was spared potentially higher
losses, according to the group.

“The planet has a fever, and as a result
we are seeing a cluster of severe and
intense weather events,” Tobias Grimm,
Munich Re’s chief climate scientist, said.

According to Munich Re’s report,
insured losses for 2025 came in at $108
billion, also sharply down on last year.

Around 17,200 lives were lost in natural
disasters worldwide, significantly higher
than about 11,000 in 2024, but below the

impact.

Munich Re’s, a Germany-based

provider of insurance for the
insurance industry, puts insured

losses for 2025 at $108 billion

10-year average of of 17,800, it said.

Mr. Grimm said 2025 was a year with
“two faces”. “The first half of the year was
the costliest loss period the insurance
industry has ever experienced,” he said,
but the second half saw the lowest losses
in a decade.

It is now the cumulative costs of
smaller-scale disasters — like local floods
and forest fires — that are having the
greatest impact. Losses from these events
amounted to $166 billion last year,
according to Munich Re.

Tropical cyclones caused around $37
billion in losses. Jamaica was battered by
Hurricane Melissa, one of the strongest
hurricanes ever to make landfall,
generating losses of around $9.8 billion.

By region, total losses in the United
States amounted to $118 billion, $88
billion of which was insured — around the
same as an estimate of $115 billion total
losses from U.S. nonprofit Climate
Central. The Asia-Pacific region had losses
of about $73 billion — but only $9 billion
was insured, according to the report.

Australia had its second most
expensive year in terms of overall losses
from natural disasters since 1980 duetoa
series of severe storms and flooding.

The report comes at a time when
scepticism towards green policies is
growing, particularly since the return to
power of U.S. President Donald Trump,
who derides climate science as a “hoax”.

“More heat means more humidity,
stronger rainfall, and higher wind speeds
— climate change is already contributing
to extreme weather,” Mr. Grimm said.

‘Losses due to
disasters drop in
2025, picture still
alarming’

2025 H 3TUr3f |
gIF 91T JH AT e,
dfp fRufa o9 oft
IEGIGEE X

. “The planet has a
fever, and as a result we
are seeing a cluster of
severe and intense
weather events,” Tobias
Grimm, Munich Re’s chief
cIimate;rc;ntist, said.

] ERE HO SI¢fdry
e eifsars B 3
3% URUMRGRY gd THR
3R ditg A Teai &1
TG @R Bl
° Around 17,200 lives
were lost in natural
disasters worldwide,
significantly higher than
about 11,000 in 2024, but
below the 10-year average
of 17,800, it said.

g R A
STt & TIHT 17,200
AN P O T8, S 2024 &
T 11,000 T HIH
3iferep B, Afp 10 96 &
3T 17,800 T FHH B
. It is now the
cumulative costs of
smaller-scale disasters

like local floods and forest fires that are having the greatest

3F WYY 91 3R SITd B 3T SR} DI TR B MUSIaAf &t ot anTd &1 I s

UHII IS 8T g

Losses from these events amounted to $166 billion last year, according to Munich Re.

g & & IR fUad avf g7 gerell § THUH 166 3RT STaR d% Ugdl|

Tropical cyclones caused around $37 billion in losses.

g Tsrardl § AT 37 3RS STAR BT THIM gafT|

landfall, generating losses of around $9.8 billion.

DI gk Aferar A 98 aRg uwIfad foan, St 31d 0o S I T arel gad Rifaasrel!

TEH H A TH U, 3R ST TTHT 9.8 3R SIAR BT JH T gl
Australia had its second most expensive year in terms of overall losses from natural
disasters since 1980 due to a series of severe storms and flooding.

Jamaica was battered by Hurricane Melissa, one of the strongest hurricanes ever to make

Sieeferar & fiTT 1980 & 918 I WHiad UGS ¥ $ot JHAH & [AgTe 3 I8 guRT aad
e Y g1, T SR v qET SR a1 @t gRaar ot
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1. | Kuki-Zo Council reiterates its demand for a separate Union Territory for
tribes

Pb1-oll TRug A SEeTiadl & I 3T g Rid U= $t A1 SIevTs

Kuki-Zo Council reiterates
its demand for a separate
Union Territory for tribes

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

The Kuki-Zo Council (KZC)
has reiterated the demand
for a Union Territory for
Kuki-Zo tribes in Manipur,
saying that elements of the
State government were
“complicit in, or failed to
prevent”, atrocities against
them.

The council apprised
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah of the “grave, pro-
longed, and unresolved
concerns confronting our
people in Manipur today”,
in a memorandum submit-
ted through the Deputy
Commissioner of Chura-
chandpur after a “mass ral-
ly” on Wednesday.

The ethnic conflict that
broke out in Manipur on
May 3, 2023, left more than
250 Kuki-Zo people dead,
7,000 houses destroyed,
360 places of worship de-
secrated or vandalised,
and more than 40,000 pe-
ople displaced, mostly dri-
ven out of Imphal Valley,
the KZC said.

‘Difficult co-existence’
“It is widely perceived and
documented that elements
of the State government
machinery were complicit
in, or failed to prevent,
these atrocities. Under
such circumstances, there
exists no scope whatsoever
for the Kuki-Zo people to
continue under the same
administration,” the KZC
said.

Insisting that it would be
difficult for the Kuki-Zos to
coexist with the non-tribal
Meiteis, the KZC also
warned against resettling
the internally displaced
persons (IDPs) belonging
to the Meitei community in
the “buffer zone” or close

response on their resettlement, in Imphal on Monday. PTi

Insurgent groups warned
against violating rules

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

After a two-day review of
the operations of Meitei
and Kuki-Zo insurgent
groups, officials from the
Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) and the Manipur

administration have
warned the outfits that
they will face action if they
violate ground rules, a
senior government official
told The Hindu.

FULL REPORT ON
» PAGE 4

to Kuki-Zo areas. Buffer
zone refers to a narrow
strip of land, separating
the Meitei-dominated Im-
phal Valley and the sur-
rounding hills inhabited by
the Kuki-Zo people.

The KZC said these is-
sues were existential in na-
ture, demanding urgent
constitutional and political
intervention by the Central
government.

“For nearly three years,
the Kuki-Zo people have
been unable to access the
Imphal Valley, leading to
severe humanitarian, eco-
nomic, medical and admi-
nistrative hardships. Our
demand for a union terri-
tory with legislature is well
within the ambit of the
Constitution of India,” it
said, urging Mr. Shah to ex-
pedite a political solution

to ensure lasting peace,
dignity and security for
Kuki-Zos.

‘Act on encroachments’
“The buffer zone was insti-
tuted precisely to prevent
confrontation and
bloodshed. Any violation,
dilution, or selective enfor-
cement of this arrange-
ment undermines public
confidence, weakens law
and order and threatens
the fragile peace,” it added.
The KZC further sought
action against “encroach-
ments due to incorrect dis-
trict and police jurisdiction
boundaries” and attempts
to halt construction and
development of inter-vil-
lage roads in the Kuki-Zo
areas, apart from protect-
ing Kuki-Zo land and pro-
perties in Imphal Valley.

Kuki-Zo Council reiterates its demand
for a separate Union Territory for tribes

Pb1-oll TRug = STl & o ST
&5 MR Y= B AT eI

. The Kuki-Zo Council (KZC) has reiterated
the demand for a Union Territory for Kuki-Zo
tribes in Manipur, saying that elements of the State
government were “complicit in, or failed to
prevent”’, atrocities against them.

Fol-sl TRYE (KZC) = AfvIgR # Fevl-st
SaTtaal & e &g R U/ B! AT GlgRd §U
Fgl [ I WPR & I “HgHT & a1 v A
fawa @ 3R 3% AT AR gl
. The ethnic conflict that broke out in
Manipur on May 3, 2023, left more than 250 Kuki-
Zo people dead, 7,000 houses destroyed, 360
places of worship desecrated or vandalised, and
more than 40,000 people displaced, mostly driven
out of Imphal Valley, the KZC said.

3 W5 2023 HI AR & YS& orig @ay & 250 9
3w FHI-S AT AR T, 7,000 TR Y §T, 360
T RIS 3ufa a1 eifevra e g, 3R 40,000 &
3t @ fafia g, forg SR SwTa uTdt 9
§TeR Wa Sl 741, UHT KZC A HT|

. “It is widely perceived and documented that
elements of the State government machinery were
complicit in, or failed to prevent, these atrocities.
Under such circumstances, there exists no scope
whatsoever for the Kuki-Zo people to continue
under the same administration,” the KZC said.
“KZC = $gl, I8 IS =T I T 3R &l [T T
© o o0 TRPR Ft T & d@ 7 AR §
eyl & 71 32 Vb & favra 1 o uRRfRufaay &
PPI-oN AN & fore I TR & d8d a7 3§ B
IS TGS eI 81"

. Insisting that it would be difficult for the

Kuki-Zos to coexist with the non-tribal Meiteis, the KZC also warned against resettling the
internally displaced persons (IDPs) belonging to the Meitei community in the “buffer
zone” or close to Kuki-Zo areas.
FP-u1 3R R-eTTerdy A e F 9 I8-31RId &) B3 add g4, KzC A Aas
YT ¥ 3TaRe® ¥U A FA=AIT &N (IDPs) & “TWR W a1 Fabl-oHl &3 & U s9H &
R Jara gt

o Buffer zone refers to a narrow strip of land, separating the Meitei-dominated Imphal Valley
and the surrounding hills inhabited by the Kuki-Zo people.

THR T 3 YK YA ULt &) gl A1l § o AAS-aga SHId U1t 3R pavl-oil aRN gRT a1
STTUT & UGTS! &1 o 37aT Hcll g
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“The buffer zone was instituted precisely to prevent confrontation and bloodshed. Any
violation, dilution, or selective enforcement of this arrangement undermines public
confidence, weakens law and order and threatens the fragile peace,” it added.

“FHR T B! THIG MR IGAUTd A & ol & RAfora fomar mam ot g9e! fnsdt off g &t
Seergd, RIRear a1 TS AR S YT B FHGR Bl 8, PTTH-STaRT S
IO Ugard § 3R ATg® ifd & TR H ST §,” T SieT |
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